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B'nai B'rith
(Sons of the Covenant)
150 Years of Fellowship

By Dr. Allan Boudreau
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Fraternal philatelists will have a special interest in a stamp honoring
B'nai B'rith's 150th anniversary in October 1993. The 1.5 NIS (about $0.50
US) stamp displays the B'nai B'rith menorah and was designed
by Aharon Shevo and Gad Almaliach, the result of over two years of effort
and two rounds of competition.

B'nai B'rith 1s the world's oldest and largest Jewish organization.
Worldwide membership is now approximately 500,000 (over 150,000 in the
United States) organized in 75 state and regional groups. The national
office, located in Washington, D.C., publishes the National Jewish Monthly
and other periodicals. A budget of over 25 million supports education,
social services, youth activities, and a variety of other community programs.

B'nai B'rith was founded in 1843 by 12 young German Jews at
Sinsheimer's Cafe on Manhattan's Lower East Side with the purpose "to
provide service to their own people and to humanity at large." Patterned on
the structure of the Masonic Lodges then operating in that neighborhood,
B'nai B'rith's early proceedings, both oral and written, were conducted in the
German language. One of its first acts was collecting $60 for a fund to
support widows and orphans.
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Today's broad based programs undertaken by B'nai B'rith embrace a
wide cross-section of American Jewry. The Anti-Defamation league was
founded in 1913 and is now a separate entity with a strong B'nai B'rith
presence on its governing board. The Hillel Foundation was established
1923 to assist Jewish college students.

Other programs include B'mai B'rith Women, Housing for senior
citizens, and the Senior Resources Network and Caring Community to
provide referrals for housing, medical care, and other services for the elderly.
To provide a source of bonding between grandparents and their
grandchildren, B'nai B'rith recently instituted another program called Grand
Explorers, which will organize trips to Washington, New York and Israel for
family members

Stamps can be purchased in the United States from local distributors
of the Israeli philatelic service and from the Klutznick National Jewish
Museum.

The Masonic Lodge was the pioneer of Fraternal organizations in the
United States and attempted to preserve the code and spirit of the medieval
guilds. The lodge system of local organization and meetings and the use of
symbol and ritual offered men companionship and common interests.

Among the many groups that based their structure on the Masonic
Lodge model were the oldest college Greek letter society, Phi Beta Kappa,
founded in 1776 at the College of William and Mary in Williamsburg,
Virginia; the Order of the Patrons of Husbandry (the Granger Movement)
an agrarian organization founded for educational and social purposes by
Oliver H. Kelley and six associates in 1867; The Benevolent and Protective
order of Elks (BPOE) founded in New York City in 1868; and the Knights
of Columbus, an American Roman Catholic Society for men, founded at

New Haven, Connecticut in 1882.

The New Columbia Encyclopedia, Columbia University Press, New York and London, 1975; The Jewish
World, October 21, l_993‘, 150 Years for B'nai B'rith, Tova Mirvis, ITA, New York City'
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HERMAN HERST. Jr.

POST OFFICE BOX 1583 « BOCA RATON, FL 33429-0494

TeELEFPHONE: 1407] 391 3223
14071 391-B869
1-800-321-6180
MEMBER. APS WRITERS UNIT 30; ASSOCIATION
INTERNATIONAL DE JOURNALISTES PHILATELIQUES.

November 11, 1993

Dear Brothers,

I enjoyed the latest issue of our paper, and I'm glad to enclose my
dues, together with a small contribution above that sum in order to
help the treasury along.

I also enclose a couple of items you may want to reproduce in a
forthcoming issue. I've collected Masonic memorabilia for better
than 50 years, but not until recently were they in an album. I
simply threw them into a large carton, and two weeks ago I starting
sorting and mounting.

Here are two items you may want to reproduce. One is a lettler from
1690 from one Mason to another owing money. I think anyone who
reads the letter can understand the Masonic references in it.

I am also enclosing a copy of a letter from John Quincy Adams.
When he ran for President, the only thing at issue was Masonry, and

he was elected on an anti-Masonry ticket. He wrote the letter in
1838.

I also found an original copy of Morgan. I would be glad to do a
story on that for the paper if vou can use it.

Best fraternal wishes, and I hope all goes well with you.

=

P.S. A stamped addressed envelope is also enclosed for the covers.

STAFF COLUMNIST: STAMP COLLECTOR. STAMP WHOLESALER;
STAMPS, MEKEEL'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS. GLOBAL
STAMF NEWS, CANADIAN STAMP NEWS: SOUTH AFRICAN
PHILATELIST. AUSTRALIAN STAMP NEWS; PHILATELIC
EXPORTER IUK}



Page 6

,_,=_I. 0y

c_u.wﬁgg- 2 -»‘IVG:{" .fd’ 3 ' . '_-.-_ S

g

h . __._l:t&fd'.‘mz t%wvgb j‘m gouw r!irl.;xu;j -fn”ev clzf«_nl ‘e
ﬂj'f‘:m-ﬁ‘w !ﬂér M-u-'f M,} tlu% n—eu.r.maf ngﬁ.av tndt bs\'}fo.awugl
M l-)mﬁ.'-’- hg;ﬂ‘m OS f’}}..ﬂ\u:r%{' %‘y‘r“*“‘;mﬂsmm el

Bocondas undereilin gt“"ﬂ -ﬁ'ﬁ‘m no f-uvwc:-l‘ I‘.‘,u?l-(.m ajm.&‘um can e ts s
oWy cmmﬁuwu _d" s'ﬂml“ﬁa m% Araay afau/ha.j au.ac;g }t;.e}aﬂ “
=l Im—%a-uf‘ nttn_uf...g} 5 ?f:-. Sc:u]% sa f‘o-'f‘q,?ufgawdmgmwf‘oz% Z!a&ﬁ’g.

J AAve ‘ﬂ-m tiuy.‘;‘u i;a-tw L-'lq,e?}u rocal ﬂ}"-‘—lumv.ﬁud u-"ﬁ‘ ﬂa% m;}w
Mﬁm&afmmmnﬂ It} o Qoot forsar af B rckolbans wrdtl abra
ﬂ!‘-tfmf‘da; mcduce f'!..am 5 .ngm:lm (me' f‘tm Qama. %wﬁa&jghm f

f Mﬂogﬂufm mamkdmﬁ}ﬁmaéf‘lh&m i o
: A I o “Sin oy : s
it L gmr Repracl Somvy &mﬂ Jdm.s o

o




Page 7

John Fellows Esq® New York

Quincy 2 Nov® 1838
Sir

Accept my thanks for your obliging letter,
dated in September last, and which I duly received
together with a very learned work wupon the
Mysteries of the Ancient Egyptians Pythagoreans and
Druids, and inquiring into the origin, History and
Purport of Free Masonry-—-

Considering the institution of Free Masonry as
founded wupon Imposture, Historical, Religious,
Moral and Political, every historical research
relating to it becomes interesting to me -- because
no honest enquirer after truth can come to any
other conclusion concerning it --that the only
means of wiping away the stain at present attached
to the Society, is a total abandonment of the
Oaths, I am happy to find this is your unequivocal
opinion, and as the Oaths are the vital part of the
Institution, I trust the good sense of its
ministers will at no distant day induce them to
abandon with the Oaths, the whole system of
fantastical absurdities connected with them.

I am with great Respect Sir your obed® servt

John Quincy Adams






















































