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The Masonic Stamp Club of New York was or-
ganized in 1934 for the purpose of encourag-
ing research and study in Masonic Philately,
and to establish bonds of good fellowship
among Masons who are stamp collectors. The
need for the organizaiion has proved itself
through the years with its ever-increasing
membership and the formation of other Mason-
ic stamp clubs in the United States.

The Editor invites all members to submit
items of information and articles on the sub-
ject of Masonic Philately. Typewritten copy
and/or camera ready items will result in the
best possible presentation of your material if
it is selected for use.

ON THE COVER

The Masonic Carpet on the cover is
taken from the True Masonic Chart
or Hieroglyphic Monitor by Jeremy
Cross. The first edition of this book
included a series of engravings by
Amos Doolittle. The Cross Monitor
was first printed by Flagg & Gray in
New Haven, CT in 1819 and became

an instant success.

Thomas Smith Webb had first
published his Freemasons Monitor or
lllustrations of Masonry in Albany,
NY in 1797, without illustrations.

The popularity of the Jeremy Cross
Monitor was due in no small way to
the Doolittle engravings. The Cross
Monitor went through at least two
dozen editions under the aegis of
Jeremy Cross.

The Cross Monitor and the Doolit-
tle engravings were widely copied
and altered by numerous printers,
They became the source and in-
spiration for many of the subsequent
Masonic Monitors printed through-
out the world.

Regular meetings, 2:00 p.m., 2nd
Wednesday each month except July
and August at:

The Collectors Club
22 East 35th Street
New York, NY 10016
Phone (212) 683-0559

Please Address All Communications To The

MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF N.Y.
MASONIC HALL - Box 10
46 West 24th St.
New York, N.Y. 10010
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Masonic Artists

by Dr. Allan Boudreau

Individuals who memorialize our great
events and famous people with o0ils, canvas,
stone and metal are frequently overlooked.
Those skilled 1in the fine arts who dedicate
their time and talents to creative works are
often forgotten. The craftsmen who strive to
provide us with the great buildings and
structures that exemplify the progress of our
civilization are often not remembered.

From its dimmest beginnings our Fraternity
has honored builders - those who planned and
created structures for their their fellow men.
Also honored have been the men who designed and
completed works of art through which the
highest achievements of mankind might be
symbolized in lasting memorials.

The Second Book of Chronicles describes
the distinguished artist sent by Hiram of Tyre
to King Solomon to supervise the workmen and
carry out the plan to build a temple, “"skilful
to work in gold and in silver, 1in brass, 1in
iron, in stone and in purple, 1in blue, and 1in
fine 1inen and 1in crimson; also to grave any
manner of graving, and to find out every device
which shall be put to him..."

This brief treatise 1is intended as an
introduction to some of the many gifted Masonic
artists; the architects, engravers, painters,
sculptors, and other creative master workmen
who recorded American and Masonic History 1in
their works.
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As the American Revolution drew to a
close, it was deemed important that a statue of
George Washington be produced. The most famous
sculptor of the day, Jean Antoine Houdon
(1740-1828), a member of the Lodge of the Nine
Sisters 1in Paris, was 1invited to complete the
task. Benjamin Franklin delivered a letter
from the State of Virginia to Houdon in Paris.
Houdon arrived in the United States in 1785 and
created the marble statue of George Washington
that stands in the State House 1in Richmond,
Virginia. Houdon’s 1ikeness of Washington is
considered the most accurate. Copies are on
several U. S. Postage Stamps (Scott # 554 and
#804).

The only painting of George Washington in
Masonic Regalia (Scott #714) 1is the work of
William J. Williams (1739-1823). The portrait
is now the property of Alexandria-Washington
Lodge No. 22 and hangs in the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial in Washington, D. C.
Williams was a member of St. John’s Lodge No 3,
New Bern, North Carolina.

Amos Doolittle (1754-1832) was an early
American artist, a silversmith and engraver.
His engraving of the battleground at Lexington
is considered the first historical engraving
made 1in America. Doolittle engraved and
designed many Masonic jewels and executed the
engravings (illustrations) for Jeremy Cross’s
True Masonic Chart first published 1in New

Haven, CT 1in 1819. Doolittle was raised 1in
Hiram Lodge No 1, New Haven, on July 20, 1792
and active 1in the York Rite Bodies. His

engraving detailing the inauguration of George
Washingtcon as the first president of the United
States was the basis for the Washington
Inauguration Stamp (Scott # 854).
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William Hogarth (1697-1764) the English
painter and engraver noted for his caricature
and satirical paintings was an active
Freemason. He served as Grand Stewart of the
Grand Lodge of England in 1735 and desighed the
Jewel of the Grand Stewards Lodge that is still
in use today. Hogarth painted his father-in-
law, Sir James Thornhill 1in Masonic attire
(Thornhill was Senior Grand Warden 1in 1828).
This painting is 1in Masonic Hall 1in London,
England.

James Hoban (1762-1831) the architect who
designed and supervised the construction of the
White House (Scott #1935 & #1936) and other
public buildings. Hoban organized Federal
Lodge No. 1 in Washington, D.C. and became its
first Master.

Benjamin H. Latrobe (1764-1820) is
referred to as the "father of architecture in
America.” He designed many buildings,

railroads, the south wing of the U. S. Capitol
and the Roman Catholic cathedral in Baltimore,
Maryland (Scott #1780). Latrobe was initiated
in The Lodge of Antiquity, London in 1788, he
later affiliated with Jerusalem Lodge No 54 in
Richmond, Virginia.

William Strickland (1787-1854) studied
under Benjamin H. Latrobe and became a
landscape painter and engraver. He was the
architect of the old Masonic Hall in
Philadeliphia (1810), the Merchants Exchange
(Scott #1782), churches, theaters, and public
buildings, and railiroad construction. His last
work was the state house 1in Nashville, TN.
Strickland was a member and Past Master of
Columbia Lodge No. 91, Philadelphia.

James Herring (1794-1867) was Grand
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of New York
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1829-46, Grand Secretary of the Phillips Grand
Lodge 1in New York 1849-58, and active 1in
numerous Masonic organizations. Herring was a
pioneer in the fine arts and established the
Apollo Gallery and the Apollio Association for
Promotion of Fine Arts 1in the United States.
He illustrated "American Biography in the
National Portrait Gallery. Herring and his son
Frederick were prominent portrait artists.
Several of their paintings of prominent
Freemasons are in the Masonic Hall in New York
City.

Clark Mills (1810-1883) created the statue
of Freedom atop the Capital in Washington,
D.C. (Scott #989), and other works 1including
statues of Andrew Jackson, John C. Calhoon, and
George Washington. Mills was a member of
Lebanon Lodge No., 7 in Washington, D. C.

Frederick Auguste Bartholdi  (1834-1904)
created the world famous Statue of Liberty
which stands on Bedlows Island (now Liberty
Island) in New York Harbor (Scott #566, 899,
995,1041,1042, 1044A, 2147, 2224,and others).
Bartholdi was raised in Alsace-Lorraine Lodge,
Paris, France on October 14, 1875.

Franklin Simmons (1839-1913) was both a
sculptor and a painter. He executed many
portrait busts 1in marble and numerous public
monuments including the Grand Army of the
Republic monument of General Grant. Simmons was
a member of St. John’s Lodge No. 1 of
Providence, RI. His best known work is the
statue of Roger Williams in Roger Williams
Park, Providence, RI (Scott #777).

John William Evans (1855—-1943) noted
artist -and engraver was born 1in Brooklyn, New
York. He was a leading wood-engraver for the
major magazines of his day; Scribner’s,
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Century, Harper’s, and St. Nicholas. He
covered a wide range; portraiture, landscape,
figures, still 1ife, and the great Masters, old
and new. His works were exhibited throughout
the world and he was honored at several
international expositions. Evans was raised in
Commonwealth Lodge No. 499 in 1878 and served
as Master 1886, Grand Steward 1in 1891 and
recipient of the Grand Lodge Fifty Year Service
Medal in 1935. Evans received the Grand Lodge
of New York Distinguished Achievement Medal 1in
1936.

Ulric S. J. Dunbar (1862-1927) a Canadian
born sculptor and a Mason produced over 150
portrait busts, principally of prominent men.
Among his many works was one of President
Martin Van Buren (Scott #813).

Charles Keck (1880 - 1951) worked in all
the modes of expression used by the moulders of
clay, the hewers of marble, and the casters of
bronze. His works include the bust of
President John Tyler (Scott #815) and the Lewis
and Clark monument in Charlottesville, Virginia
(Scott #1063). He was a prolific artist
skilled in medallic art, Tow relief,
portraiture, free standing heroic figures and
groups. A member of Greenpoint Lodge No. 403
in Brooklyn, New York, Keck received the Grand
Lodge of New York Medal for Distinguished
Achievement in 1940.

J. Otto Schweizer (1863-1955) created a
portrait copy of the Medallion of Frederick
Wilhelm von Steuben (Scott #689). Schweitzer
was born in Switzerland, became a United States
citizen, and joined Mount Moriah Lodge No 155
in Philadelphia, PA.

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) was an
artist who specialized in historical subjects.
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His recreations of scenes from the American
Revolution are on display in various museums.
His famous painting "The Petition” has a
purely Masonic theme, the interior of a Lodge-~
room of the celebrated American Union Lodge,
meeting in the camp of the American Army 1in
Morristown, New Jersey.

Dunsmore was a member of Puritan Lodge No.
185, Hoboken, NJ. He received the Grand Lodge
of New York Medal for Distinguished Achievement
in 1934, the first time this award was
presented.

Gutzon Borglum (1871-1941) was a Past
Master of Howard Lodge No. 35 in New York City.
His large sculpture of Lincoln’s head is in the
rotunda of the Capital in Washington, D.C.
(Scott #1114). His memorial statue symbolizing
the colonization of the West (Scott #837) is
in Marietta, Ohio. Borglum’s best known work
is the Mount Rushmore National Memorial (Scott
#1011) carved 1in the Black Hills of South
Dakota. His son Lincoln Borglum, a member of
Black Hills Lodge No 92, Hermosa, SD completed
the Mount Rushmore project.

Pompeo Coppini (1870 - 1957) was born 1in
Moglia, Italy, came to America in 1896 and was
naturalized in 1902. He executed many public
monhuments including George Washington in Mexico
City, General Sam Houston memorial in
Huntsville, Texas, the bronze doors for the
Scottish Rite Cathedral in San Antonio Texas,
and the "Heroes of the Alamo” at Waco, Texas
(Scott #776 & #1043). Coppini was raised 1in
Italia Lodge, Pitrassanta, 1Italy and was a
honorary member of Mazzini Lodge No. 824, New
York City. .

Bryant Baker (1881 - 1970) the English
sculptor was a member of Constitutional Lodge
No 294, at Beverly, Yorkshire, EC. Baker
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created the famous Masonic statue of George
Washington as Master of his Lodge. The
original stands 1in the Library on the Sixth
floor of Masonic Hall, New York City. Bronze
reproductions stand in many public sites
throughout the United States. A colossal 17-ft
bronze reproduction of this statue was unveiled
by President Harry Truman at the (George
washington Masonic National Memorial in 1950.

Harvey Wilson Corbett (1873-1954) designed
outstanding buildings and churches 1in London,
Brooklyn, New York, Hartford, and elsewhere;
One Fifth Avenue, New York City; the Bush
terminal and the Masonic Temple 1in Brooklyn;
Rockefeller Center 1in New York, City and many
others. Most of all Masons associate his skill
and architectural vision with the George
wWashington Masonic National Memorial in
Alexandria, Virginia. Corbett was a member of
Sagamore Lodge No. 371 NY and received the
Grand Lodge of New York Medal for Distinguished
Achievement in 1942.

George J. Lober {(1890-1961) designed the
Grand Lodge of New York Distinguished

Achievement Medal. He was best known for his
statues of Thomas Payne, American patriot, 1in
Morristown, New Jersey; Hans Christian

Anderson, 1in Central Park, New York City; and
George M. Cohan (Scott #1756), member of
Pacific Lodge No 233, New York City, in Duffy
Square, Broadway and 46th Street, New York
City.

Lober served as the executive secretary of
the New York City Art Commission and led the
1946 campaign to save the portraits and art
treasures in the New York City Hall collection.
By 1950 the priceless collection had been
completely restored. Lober was a member of
Hiram Lodge No. 449, New York City.
















































