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The Masonic Stamp Club of New York was
orgamzedmlﬂ&ifnrthepnrposeofenmmg
ing research and study in Masonic Philately,
and to establish bonds of good fellowship
among Masons who are stamp collectors. The
need for the organization has proved itself
through the years with its ever-increasing
membership and the formation of other
Masonic stamp clubs in the United States.

The Editor invites all members to submit
items of information and articles on the sub-
ject of Masonic Philately. Typewritten copy
and/or camera ready items will result in the
best possible presentation of your material if
it is selected for use.

ON THE COVER

William F. “Buffalo Bill”" Cody
was born in Scott County, Iowa on
February 26, 1846. He was raised a
Mason in Platte Valley Lodge No.
32 in North Platte, Nebraska, His
Royal Arch mark in FEuphrates
Chapter No. 15 was a buffalo’s head.

Cody’s life paralled the
development. of the Western United
States. He worked as a messenger,
pony express rider, calvaryman,
scout, hunting guide, general in the
Nebraska National Guard, member
of the Nebraska Legislature, and
organizer of ‘‘Buffalo Bill's Wild
West, a travelling show that
included Anney Oakley as the
featured sharpshooter.

Much of the myth surrounding
Cody grew from the works of Ned
Buntline, the writer, who featured
Cody in many of the popular dime
novels as “Buffalo Bill, King of the
Border Men.”

Copyright Masonic Stamp Club of NY 1989.
No portion of this magazine may be repro-
duced without the permission of the editor.

Regular meetings, 2:00 p.m., 2nd
Wednesday each month except July
and August at:

The Collectors Club
22 East 35th Street
New York, NY 10016
Phone (212) 683-0559

Please Address All Communiecations To The
MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF N.Y.
MASONIC HALL - Box 10
46 West 24th St
New York, N.Y. 10010
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The ASDA National Stamp
Show was held at the Felt Forum in
Madison Square Garden on October 20-
23, 1988. The booth of our Masonic
Stamp Club of New York was
successfully attended with numerous
members dropping by to pay their
dues and offering service, or just to say
hello. They also extended their hand of
friendship and Brotherly Love,
admiring and ordering our Masonic
First Day Covers.

I would like to thank my
Committee Chairman, Dr. Irwin Yarry,
and Dr. Allan Boudreau, Joseph
Nathan Kane, and George Wettach for
a job well done. This year was extra
special, because the Collector’s Club booth was next to ours.
Consequently, there was plenty of Fellowship.

We were honored by a visit by Brother Christopher
Murphy, from British Columbia, to the Robert R Livingston
Library. Brother Murphy is the author of Postage Stamps and
Freemasonry. His knowledge and expertise was a big help to
our Stamp Club. He thoroughly enjoyed our research facilities.
He is a fine man and Mason. His book was a big hit at the
Stamp Show.

Stan Longnecker, President of the George Washington
Stamp club invited us to their annual meeting in February
It was attended by Dr. Boudreau and myself. Dr.
Boudreau did the driving, and we stayed overnight at the
Army Navy Club in Washington, DC. The Philatelic Degree
and Banquet was very enjoyable. Dr. Boudreau was the
principal speaker, speaking on an appropriate topic; Brother
George Washington. The members of the George Washington
Stamp Club learned facts about the activities of George
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Washington which are not in the history books.

Once again we are including the 1989 dues notice in this
issue of the award winning Masonic Philatelist. Thanks to our
Editor, Dr. Irwin Yarry, and publisher, Dr. Allan Boudreau.

The Postal Service has announced that there will be a 25¢
commorative stamp issued on April 30, 1989 to honor the 200th
Anniversary of the Inauguration of George Washington as the
First President of the United States and we expect many
Masonic Covers will be available.

The new MSCNY Logo press-apply stickers are a big
success and I receive mail from all over the world with the
MSCNY Logo calling attention to our Club and to the Masonic
Fraternity.

I extend to all our Brother philatelists, their families and
friends the very best good wishes for the holiday season and
the New Year.

The Temple Stamp Club of Milwaukee is celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year and all our members join me in sending along our con-
gratulations.

April 30th 1989 will be the 200th Anniversary of the first Presiden-
tial inauguration. The Altar Bible from St. John's Lodge No. 1, New York
City, will be used for the inauguration of George Bush as the 41st Presi-
dent of the United States. The Bible will be on display at the White House
before and after the inaugural ceremonies and return to New York City in
April 1989 for the celebration at the [Federal Hall National Monument at
26 Wall Street.

I am a member of St. John’s Lodge No. 1 and I am putting together
a collection of all the newspaper stories about the St. John's Lodge Bible
and the inauguration of President George Bush. I appeal to all the members
of our Club Lo carefully watch your local newspapers and please send me
a clipping, or a copy of the clipping, regarding this important Masonic
event. When the collection is completed it will be placed in the Livingston
Library in New York City.
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THE AUSTRALIAN MASONIC
PHILATELIC CLUB

The Secretary

Masonic Stamp Club of New York
Masonic Hall, Box 10

46 West 24th. Street

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10010

USA.

September 20th, 1988

I have just received the June issue (Vol. 44 No. 2), of ““The Masonic
Philatelist” and noted with interest, your ‘Help, help’ article on page 12,

The subject of what should or should not be included in Masonic
stamps considered as ‘pure’ or specifically Masonic associated, has always
been up to conjecture - namely the ‘Peace and Reconstruction’ issue of
England of 1946, which you state as ‘stretching our definition’. As you
know, this stamp was never intended as a Masonic issue - the many
symbols depicted thereon are pure co-incidence, bearing in mind that it was
selected by King George VI, a Past Grand Master of England.
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However, reacting to your request for additional issues which may
find a place in your list on page 13, I submit the following, the first four
having for a long time been accepted as ‘pure’.

(1) On 31st October, 1956, Australia issued a set of 4 stamps to
commemorate the Melbourne Olympic Games. The one shilling value shows
a view of Collins St. Melbourne. The building with the red dome, top left, is
the Temple of the Grand Lodge of Victoria situated at 25 Collins St. The
headquarters of the Grand Lodge has now, of course been moved to East
Melbourne. SG No. 292,
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KERIKER!I 1819 - 1989 4C

(2) In 1969, New Zealand commemorated the 150th Anniversary of the
Early European Settlement at Kerikeri. The stamp shows an old stone
mission store which was used as a Lodge Room by the Kerikeri Lodge No.
402, until 1979 when they moved to a new building. The buildings are
reputed to be the oldest existing examples of European settlement. SG 903.

BERMUDA -

I50th Annoversary of Pachament, 1620-1970
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(3) On 12th October 1970, Bermuda issued the stamp shown to
commemorate the 350th Anniversary of the Bermuda Parliament. The 4
cent issue depicts the building described as ““State House’ at St. Georges
1622-1815. In 1815 it was taken over by the Craft and to this day remains a
Masonic Temple. The two pillars at the porchway, were added after the
Masonic take-over. SG 266.
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(4) In 1961, the 20 cent stamp from Suriname was issued and depicts
the Masonic Temple of Concordia Lodge No. 9 at the Paramaribo, and
works under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the Netherlands. The -
stamp marked the 200th Anniversary of the founding of Masonry in that
country, (formerly Dutch Guiana). The Lodge opened on November 17th
1761 and occupied the building shown until 1960, when it was sold to the
Government. The Masons then purchased a large tract of land near the City
in order to build a new Hall. SG 433.

Z CENTAVOS
LAS 10 FORMURLAS MATEMATICAS QUE CAMBIARDN LA FAZ DELA TIERRA

(5) The stamp from Nicaragua issued in 1971, SG No. 1769, is not
really classified as ‘Pure’ although it does bear the compasses and the 47th
problem of Euclid or the theorem of Pythagoras. The caption states, “The
Ten Mathematical Equations that changed the Face of the Earth’. This
stamp is one of them!

Just thought you might be interested in the above for what it’s worth.
Pity this letter is so late - my copy of the ‘“Masonic Philatelist” comes by
surface mail.
Sincerely and fraternally,
Sid Martin
Bulletin Editor
SG - Stanley Gibbons Catalogue.
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WHO WAS PRESENT AT THE
INAUGURATION OF
GEORGE WASHINGTON?

By Christopher L. Murphy

It is interesting to note that the
intriguing stamp “Inauguration of
Washington” (Scott No. 854) was petitioned
by our own club back in 1938. At that time,
Franklin D. Roosevelt was President of the
United States, and also a club member.

Back in December of 1987 I set about to find a “key’’ to
this stamp and subsequently wrote to the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial. I received a reply from Bro.
William A. Brown who informed that he went through their
files but was not able to find any paintings that matched the
stamp. He then went to the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and
Printing which also failed to come up with written information.
The Bureau stated, however, that they believed the picture was
taken from a fresco or frieze in the old General Accounting
Office building, New York, which has since been destroyed.

With regard to a possible ‘“key”’, Bro. William Brown
was able to give me a list of those who were present at the
event. The question now was how can these individuals, beside
the most obvious, be identified on the stamp.

Sebsequently, I contacted a friend in Quebec, Steve
Forgo, who wrote a book on art and postage stamps entitled
“Painting and Graphic Arts on the Stamps of Great Britain and
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the Nations of the British Commonwealth”. Steve found out
that the stamp is from a painting by Alonzo Chappel (1828
1887), entitled ‘“Washington’s First Inauguration”. Chappel
loosely modeled the painting from an engraving by Amos
Doolittle, (1754-1832). The original painting, however, does not
have the railing shown in the foreground. This was added to
. the stamp design. It was from a painting entitled
“Inauguration of George Washington at Federal Hall, New
York City 1789 by Keith Shaw Williams (1906-1951). '

The Chappel painting is in the Frances Tavern Museum,
New York, N.Y. (Catalogue No. 1954.2.1) An engraving of this
painting in a book by John Frederick Schroeder, entitled ‘‘Life
and Times of Washington” published by Johnson, Fry and
Company, New York, (1857/61), showed a key (last names only)
to some of the individuals in the painting. This key is shown
below together with the information provided by the George
Washington Masonic National Memorial. The individuals that
were Masons are indicated with a (M). If membership is
“questionable” T have shown (M?).

I think it is important that we know as much as possible
about this particular stamp. If any brethren have anything to
add I would appreciate hearing from them.

















































