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GRAND LODGE

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS
OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK

BRUCE WIDGER
GHAND MASTER
IF FLOWER LANE

MANCELLES K Y Lo PROCLAMATION

23 January 1981

WHEREAS, two hundred years ago this day, 23 January
1781, thirty Masons representing six lLodges met in
the City of New York to form a Grand Lodge, and

WHEREAS. their petition to the Antient Grand Lodge of
England was granted and a provincial warrant, the

Atholl Charter. was signed in London by the Duke of

Atholl as Grand Master and duly presented in New York. and

WHEREAS. by authorily of this Grand Warrant, and the
efforts ol its officers and their duly elected successors.
the six Lodges have become hundreds and the thirty Masons.
thousands. creating the present fraternity in this Masonic
Jurisdiction. now

THEREFORE, I. Bruce Widger, Grand Master of Masons
in the State of New York, do designate and proclaim this
year 1981 Grand Lodge Bicentennial Year, and do enjoin
all officers and members, and invite all families and
friends to celebrate with pride and thanksgiving the two
hundred years past, as we dedicate ourselves as a fraternity
to universal brotherhood in the years to come.

Given under my hand
and the seal of the
Grand Lodge this

23rd day of

January 1981, A.L. 5981

B.Au.uc }/mcév“x

Attest. Grand Master

s /.';.;(.{/L- L
Grand Secretary
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200 Years of Freemasonry in New York

An exhibition of memorabilia and illustrative material collected to cele-
brate the bicentennial of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons
of the State of New York. August 18—November 1

THE NEW-YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
170 Central Park West, New York, N.Y.

200 Years of Freemasonry in New York,”
an extensive exhibition featuring people,
places, and things relating to the contribu-
tions made by members of the Masonic fra-
ternity to the growth and development of
New York, will be on view in the museum at
The New York Historical Society from
August 18 to November 1, 1981,

The exhibition is part of the New York
Mason’s celebration of the Bicentennial an-
niversary of the Grand Lodge of the State.

Freemasonry, a 600 year old fraternity
with a 3,000 year tradition, the prototype
of most modern fraternal societies and ser-
vice organizations, is the oldest, largest, and
most widely known fraternal organization
in the world. It is a universal fraternity of
friends and brothers who seek to become
better men through their association with
one another.

In New York City there were Masonic
lodges in the zarly 1700s and the Grand
Lodge of the State of New York dates from
January 23, 1781 when representatives of
Lodges in New York City petitioned for a
Warrant from the Ancient Grand Lodge of
England, which was signed by the Duke of
Atholl as Grand Master on September 5,
1781. The first meeting under the Warrant
was held in Roubelet's Assembly Hall in New
York City on December 5, 1782,

The exhibition features Masonic aprons
worn by early American Freemasons, offi-
cers’ jewels and badges, glassware, ceremo-
nial swords, portraits, and other memora-
bilia. The original 1781 Warrant is exhib-
ited together with the original documents
from the American Revolutionary period
and printed items from the past 200 years.

Fifteen Presidents and nineteen Vice-Pres-
idents of the United States, nineteen Gov-
ernors of New York State, and thousands
of prominent men in every field have been
Freemasons.

Among the famous New York Freemasons
included in the show are Robert R. Living-
ston, an author of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and Chancellor of New York State
(and also Grand Master of Masons) at the
time he administered the Presidential oath
to George Washington (who was also a
Mason) on the balcony of Federal Hall in
New York City on April 30, 1789 (using the
altar Bible of St. John's Lodge No. 1 bor-
rowed for the occasion); DeWitt Clinton,
Grand Master (1806-1819), President of The
New-York Historical Society (1817-1819),
and successively Mayor of New York City
and Governor of New York State:; Daniel D.
Tompkins, Grand Master, Governor of New
York State and Vice President of the United
States; Morgan Lewis, Grand Master (1830-
1843), President of The New-York Historical
Society (1832-1835) and Governor of New
York State (1804-1807); Hamilton Fish, Pres-
ident of The New-York Historical Society
(1867-1869) and Governor of New York State
{1848-1850); Governor William Sulzer; Pres-
ident Theodore Roosevelt; President Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt; Mayor Fiorello H.
LaGuardia; and Congressman Sol Bloom,
signer of the United Nations Charter,

Items on display come from the collections
of The New-York Historical Society, private
collections, St. John's Lodge No. 1, Holland
Lodge No. 8, the Library and Museum of the
Grand Lodge of the State of New York, and
the Museum of Our National Heritage in
Lexington, Massachusetts.

200 Years of Freemasonry in New York”
may be viewed at The Society Tuesday
through Friday from 11 A M. to 5 P.M.; Sat-
urday from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M,; and Sunday
from 1 P.M. to 5 P.M. The museum is closed
Monday. There is a discretionary admission
fee for non-members and it is recommended

‘that adults pay $1.50 and children 75¢.
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How To Expand Your Masonic Cover Collection

By GEORGE H. WETTACH
Vice President & Treasurer
Masonic Stamp Club of New York Inc.

Collectors of Masonic covers who restrict their collecting to first day
covers and Lodge anniversary commemorative covers sometimes have a
long wait between acquisitions until a suitable individual or anniversary
can be postally commemorated.

It is granted that a newcomer to the field may derive much pleasure
and challenge in attempting to collect the older covers of those types.
Much has been written on them for the researcher to discover. At least two
individuals are currently compiling catalogues of Masonic first day covers.

This article will endeavor to describe other categories of Masonic
covers that are interesting and collectible in their own right in the author’s
opinion.

Let us consider first the envelopes that bring your Lodge bulletins
or dues notices. (While the term “Lodge’’ is used, the following comments
can apply to Chapter, Commandery, Shrine, DeMolay, Rainbow, O.E.S.,

Square Club, ete. equally well.) These can usually be categorized as fol-
lows:

1. Corner card with organization name and emblem.
2. Same but without emblem,
3. Same without any indication of Masonic origin,

The first two groups are definitely Masonic covers and can form the
nucleus of a collection of similar items. A good source might be the Secre-
tary of your Lodge who probably gets the notices of other Lodges in the
district. Ask friends in other Lodges to save their Masonic envelopes for
you.

Before long you will notice variations in the covers acquired. You
will notice changes of Lodge names due to merger. You will notice that
some covers bear first class postage and others have non-profit organiza-
tion stamps or bulk rate permits. A few will have postage meters which
will be covered in a separate article. Occasionally you will acquire a meet-
ing notice on a postal card. If any of the above show Masonic origin, they
are collectible. The Masonic Stamp Club of New York uses its name and
emblem on its stationery to create collectible items for the recipients.

A challenging collection would be to try to acquire one cover from
every type of Masonic or related body, i.e., Blue Lodge, Chapter, Con-
sistory, Shrine, DeMolay, Triangle, Rainbow, Eastern Star, Grotto, Tall
Cedars, Amaranth, Square Club, etc., etc., etc.

Or you could try to get one cover from every Lodge in your state.
You might find older ones in stamp dealers’ cover boxes. '

Grand Lodges frequently have interesting and sometimes ornate
covers. See your Lodge Secretary for some of these.

Then there are the occasional “home made” Masonic covers. They

are made by aﬂﬁlying the Masonic emblem to your regular personal sta-
tionery by a rubber stamp.
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A more colorful personal Masonic cover can be created by affixing
one of the many Masonic seals or labels next to the stamp where it will be
tied to cover to prove that it was not added later to dress up the cover.
These labels can be used on all kinds of envelopes, obviously, and would
be good for publicizing our fraternity or related bodies and their charities.
The many Masonic seals and labels will be dealt with in a separate illus-
trated article.

A popular type of collectible is the Masonic picture post card, espe-
cially those that passed through the mails althougﬁ mint ones are equally
desirable. Some are currently available but the majority were issued in
the early nineteen hundreds to about the 1920’s. The majority of them pic-
ture Masonic Temples of all kinds and sizes from small towns to large
cities. Some show interior views of historic lodges or Masonic symbols or
regalia. A few were made of leather.

Sets of humorous post cards have been published as well as individ-
ual items. A picture of one such adorned the cover of The Masonic Phi-
latelist several years ago.

Also described in one issue were the QSL or acknowledgement cards
used by both amateur radio operators (‘“Hams'’) and citizens Band radio
operators (C.B.) who in many cases indicated their Masonic affiliations by
having the Masonic or other emblem printed on their cards. This type of
card is often colorful, amusing and personalized.

In summary, the following are submitted as major categories of Ma-
sonic covers:

1. First Day Covers
2. Masonic Anniversaries
3. Masonic corner cards

a. With adhesive stamps

b. Embossed envelopes

¢. Bulk rate inprint

d. Postage meter
4. Masonic Postmarks

a. The old scarce types

b. Recent usages

c. Mailer’s Postmark Permits
5. Picture Post Cards

a. Masonic buildings

b. Interior views

c. Masonic regalia

d. Humorous

e. Individuals or groups

f. Leather cards
6. Masonic rubber stamps applied to covers
7. Masonic seals or labels tied to cover
8. Masonic perfins

Readers are invited to send comments, additions and corrections to:
George H. Wettach
P.O. Box 261
Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410
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