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MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF NEW YORK, INC.
OFFICERS FOR 1976-77

President .. Joseph Nathan Kane
1st Vice-President . __ Robert L. Shallcross
2nd Vice-President —. Charles Morris

Secretary . Robert L. Shallcross
Treasurer _. — Charles Morris
Chaplain __ S Louis Bernstein

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Class of 1979
M. Herskowitz, J.
Tepper
Class of 1978
Joseph Oster, Irwin M. Yarry, Emanuel M.
Reggel

Class of 1977
Robert A. Smith, Joseph Nathan Kane,
Yale J. Shapiro

Levinsohn, Bernard

All past presidents are ex-officic members
of the Board of Directors.

COMMITTEES
Cachets ______ ———_ Robert A. Smith,
Emanuel M. Reggel
Membership ____________ Bernard Tepper
Publication __ .. . . Robert A. Smith
Irwin M. Yarry
Finance ______ . __ Charles Morris,
Joseph Munk, Emanuel Reggel
Ritmal . . _ _ Irwin M. Yarry,

Robert A. Smith
Program and Exhibition __ Irwin M. Yarry
Dinner — e Irwin M. Yarry

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York was
organized in 1934 for the purpose of encour-
aging research and study in Masonic Philate-
ly, and to establish bonds of good fellowship
among Masons who are stamp collectors. The
need for the organization has proved itself
through the vyears with its ever-increasing
membership and the formation of other
Masonic stamp clubs in the United States.

% MEETINGS *

First Friday of Every Month
(Except July and August)
COLLECTORS CLUB BUILDING
22 East 35th St. N.Y., N.Y. 10017

FROM THE PRESIDENT

We are happy to announce that many
members have sent double the amount
of their dues for 1977. We appreciate
their generosity and spirit. Instead of
accepting the money, we have applied
their contributions towards 1978 dues.

Not to accept the added donation may
seem ungracious but our policy is com-
pletely democratic. All members and
officers pay the same nominal dues. We
are all on the level and have no patrons
or benefactors.

All our meetings are conducted in the
same manner. We have no distinctions,
no worshipful masters or right worship-
fuls. The only distinction that we e
is that one meeting night is devoted sole-
ly to exhibitions by past presidents.

The management of the sasonic
Stamp Club is directed by the Board of
Governors, presided over by the presi-
dent of the club. As our policy is to sep-
erate meetings so that entertainment,
lectures and exhibitions are held on
meeting nights. The Board of Governors
meetings are open to the entire mem-
bership who have the privilege of bring-
ing their points of view before the club.

Members desirous of serving the club
should advise the president of their in-
tention and the applications will be en-
acted upon.

Please note that our annual dinner will
be held June 3rd and that our annual
election will be held June 10th.

The forty-third annual dinner of the
Masonic Stamp Club will be held Fri-
day, June 3, 1977 at 6:00 P.M. in the
Dutch Taveerne of the Hilton Hotel, 53rd
to 54th Streets, Avenue of the Americas,
New York City. Our guest speaker will
be Franklin R. Bruns, Jr., Associate
Curator, Division of Postal History,
Smithsonian Institution. He is the edi-
tor of numerous philatelic journals and
is editor of the stamp page in national
newspapers.

As is customary, members will be al-

Continued on page 5

For A Price List
of Available

MASONIC COVERS
PAST AND PRESENT

Write to
MASONIC CACHETS
451 WEST 46th STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036




OUR BICENTENNIAL

In our Bicentennial year the West Ger-
man government has issued a 70 pfennig
stamp depicting the likeness of Carl
Schurz, Scott Number 1216. We are hon-
ored because Schurz is well known for
his fighting for liberty and freedom both
in Germany and the United States.

He was born on March 2, 1829, near
Cologne, and was the son of a school
teacher. After graduating from a Jesuit
school in Cologne he entered the Univer-
sity of Bonn in 1846. It was there he be-
came a revolutionary. He also assisted
his professor, Gottfried Kinkel in liter-
ature and edited the Bonner Zeitung.

At the outbreak of the revolution in
1848 he accepted a commission in a
Badish-Pfaelzish Regiment. Prince Wil-
liam, later Emperor of Germany, (an
active Mason) was the Prussian General
who fought against the revolutionaries.
Schurz was part of the troops which sur-
rendered in Rastatt, Baden, and was
taken prisoner, but later escaped to Zu-
rich, Switzerland, and Professor Kinkel
was sent to Spandau Prison (later to be-
come famous after World War II

Schurz could not let his professor be
imprisoned and in 1850 he secretly re-
turned to Germany and rescued his be-
loved friend and teacher, and they both
escaped to Scotland clandestinely. Their
names appeared on all the police lists in
Europe which forced them to leave Scot-
land and later France.

Later in 1852 Schurz obtained a job
teaching German in London and he met
his wife, an American, who he married
and moved to the United States. First to
Philadelphia and in 1856 they settled in
Watertown, Wisconsin, He immediately
became active in the Republican Party
and studied law, later to be admitted to
the bar he practiced in Milwaukee.

He headed the delegation from Wis-
consin to the 1860 Republican Conven-
tion which nominated Abraham Lincoln.
Lincoln later appointed him our Am-
bassador to Spain, but resigned soon af-
terwards as he did not get along with
the Spanish Court. After returning to the
United States he became a Brigadier
General in the Union Army, where he
later took command of a division under
Fremont and part in the second battle
of Bull Run. He was promoted to Major
General for his fighting at Chancellor-
ville, Gettysburg, and Chattanooga. At
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the war’s end he finished with Sher-
man’s Army in North Carolina and re-
signed from the army.

President Andrew Johnson sent him
through the South to study the condi-
tions, and it was Schurz who recom-
mended the readmission of the Southern
states with complete rights.

After this assignment he turned his
energy to the newspaper business where
he was Editor of the Detroit Post and
later Editor and proprietor of the West-
liche Post, a German paper in St. Louis.

In 1869 he was elected U.S. Senator
from Missouri and became famous for
his speeches on financial subjects.

He was a member of Herman Lodge
#125, Philadelphia, receiving all three
degrees by special dispensation on Feb-
ruary 23, 1855.

Although he had nothing to do with
War of Independence, he was a great
American ofp German descent and a
brother. by Walter C. Marshall

DR. 5. DUFFIELD SWAN

It is with deep regret that we report
the passing of Brother S. Duffield Swan.
Bro. Swan was President of the Masonic
Stamp Club of New York from 1961-1962
and served this club with distinction.

One of his specialties in the philatelic
field was that of Masonic Cancels and
many articles have been written by Dr.
Swan and appeared in the ‘‘“Masonic Phi-
latelist’” over the years. His knowledge
in this field was second to none.

We of the Masonic Stamp Club of New
York extend our sincere condolances to
his family, We will sadly miss our Broth-
er, who was always eager to assist in
promoting the growth of the club, His
generous spirit and friendship was his
hallmark.

R. W. WALTER C. MARSHALL

Born Mannheim, Germany.” He first
received Masonic light in Goethe Lodge
No. 379, Paris. Served with French Army
in WWII, and when the light was ex-
tinguished from the French Masonic
temples, he found his name listed as
a Mason in the official journal of the
Vichy government and was forced to
flee for his life. He went first to Spain,
%1%11 Portugal and in 1942 reached the

Currently he is a manager of the
C.R.A. Corp. (machinery for the gar-
ment trade). After the liberation of
France, he passed the Tribunal of Honor
and was reinstated as a Mason. He
became affiliated with Doric Lodge No.
86, Union City, N.Y. and in 1950 joined
King Solomon Lodge No. 279, N.Y.C.,
serving as master in 1955. Member of
Scottish Rite and Philalethes Society.

Taken from “10,000 Famous Freemasons® by
William R. Denslow.
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A Masonic Sign Avoids
A Near Tragedy

by Herman Herst, Jr.

Interesting as the outside of a cover
may  be, more and more collectors are
turning to the inside of covers that come
their way in order to ascertain the
contents. And many times, what is to
all appearances a routine cover can turn
out to be an exciting account of some
otherwise long - forgotten event, brought
to light decades later, when all of the
original participants have long since
died, only through the curiosity of a
philatelist of today.

So it is with a nice Nebraska territorial
cover which came our way some years
ago. But interesting as the markings
were (the cover was from El Dorado,
N.T. and dated 1858), the contents
proved of far greater interest. The writer
was a member of the Masonic order,
and as can be seen from the contents,
he literally owed his life to one of the
ritual signs known only to Masons.

The contents of the letter follows:

Jan. 8, 1858
My beloved wife and daughter

I am in El Dorado Nebraska Territory
and anxiously awaiting a chance to leave
a town where I hope the Lord will never
let me enter again. I have had a
horrifying experience but 1 want you
both to know that I am well and none
the worse for it and I am glad that
I can tell you the whole story just as
it happened.

I arrived in El Dorado yesterday about
noon. I called on several stables but
was able to sell very little. I was back
at the hotel almost decided to leave
when I got to talking with a farmer
from a town not far distant called
Franklin, He told me of a new stable
there and thought the owner might need
harnesses.

Since it wasn’'t far, I decided I could
run over in a few hours and ftried to
make a deal with one of the stables
here for a rig. They wanted five dollars
which I said was too much. Finally the
lad said I could have it for four dollars,
and I paid him and went to Franklin
where I did some good business.

But when I come back the stable
owner told me the lad had no right
to drop the price and he insisted that
1 pay him the other dollar. I stood my
ground insisting that even four dollars
was too much. The man got pretty noisy
and when he started threatening, I
figured it was better to pay the dollar
gxilgl get out of there which is what I

I went back to the hotel and had a
right good dinner. Met a doctor chap
from St, Louis who said he was looking

the country over for a place to set up
his office and to bring his family, and
he seemed to take a liking to El Dorado.
We were enjoying cigars when we heard
the fire alarm. We ran out and I was
treated to a terrible scene. The stable
where I had had the altercation was
in flames. They got all of the horses
out, but the stable was gone in a few
minutes. I felt sorry for the owner, and
told the doctor of my experience of a
few hours earlier.

About two hours later I was in my
room and I heard a great commotion.
I went to the window and saw about
fifty men marching to the hotel. They
stopped at the front door and demanded
that the proprietor turn me over to them.
I could clearly hear that they were
accusing me of burning down the stable.
I didn’t know what to do. They sure
seemed to mean business, I found the
doctor’s room and asked if he could
hide me. Of course it did no good for
they knew ] was in the hotel. The
proprietor when he found I wasn’t in
my room came to the doctor’s room.

Pretty soon four or five husky men
came up and tried to take me down.
The doctor told them that I had been
with him all evening, had not left the
hotel, and could not have done the foul
deed. They seemed to believe him and
they went down to report and I thought
that I was out of danger. But soon about
ten more came up, and they grabbed
me and carried me kicking down the
stairs. The doctor, and I will be eternally
grateful to him,- went with me, trying
to reason with the leaders. I did not
know what they were going to do with
me, but I actually felt sorry for the
doctor at that time too since I was afraid
they might rough him up too. But when
I got outside and saw several men
playing with some e and saw a horse
and wagon I know what they they were
going to do.

I think you know there is a sign that
a Mason can give when he is in serious
trouble. It was the only thing that I
could think of, but when they threw me
on the wagon and told me to get on
my feet, T decided to use it. The Sit_ﬁn
did not go unnoticed by many in the
crowd. Suddenly it grew almost quiet,
and the leader came over and said
something to me. Apparently I must
have said the right thing. He climbed
on the wagon with me and held his
hands up and said to the crowd then
must have numbered over a hundred,
“Well, I reckon we got the wrong guy.”

A few men brushed me off, for I was
pretty dusty from the “ride” down the
stairs and out of the hotel. Many of
the crowd came over to tell me that
I had had a lucky escape which was
something I did not need them to tell
me. The doctor did not know what had



happened to change the crowd so sud-

enly, and 1 guess he is still wondering.
Maybe I should have told him for he
tried to save my life, but it was not
proper for me to do it.

I almost forgot. The next day I heard
that the stable was burned , but
by the lad who gave me the n%acThB
owner had given the boy a bad i
and the boy chose this way to get even.
I don’t know what they are going to
do with the lad, but I am not going
to stay in El Dorado to see.

I go from here to Plattsmouth which
is one of the largest cities in the
Territory, and I expect to do some good
business there. Give my love to all who
ask, and I miss you both greatly.

Lovingly,
George

For those who would like the full
philatelic picture completed, the cover
was addressed to Mrs. George Lucas,
Indlanapohs Iudlana

Some Masomc Symlmhsm’s On Stamps

Seeing Eye — US 1001, Egypt 220
Keyn — Venezuela C-992

Lamb — Gibraltar 217, New Zealand
316-17

0il — Hungary. 1471, Iraq 98, Argentina
444-669, Columbia 412-437, Mexico 03-977,
Canada 294 and many more.

Plumb Line — Mexico 924

Salt — Turks & Caicos

Shovel — Argentina 872

Star of David — Israel 35-36

Sword — Cuba C215, Canada 390, Israel

365, Netherlands 367, Norway 502, Malta
365 and others

Altar — Austria 801, Finland 241,
Greece 535

Blindfold — Mexico 806-11

Beehive — Romania 677

Bible — Australia 339, Chile 380, Fin-
land 241, USA 854-1014-1099, Malta 365
and others

Compass — Germany 696, Italy 947,
gazgada 446, Brazil 729, Finland 397, UAR

Dagger — Syria C-341, UAR 234

Globe — Brazil 445, Costa Rica C-246,
Cuba 357, Chile 381

Temple — Cuba 558-C135

Triamgle — Germany 981, So. Africa
21-22, Brazil 622-739
m’l‘mwel — Germany 105, Gr. Britain

Wine — Portugal 1028

Various Symbols — Dom. Rep.
Canada 149923:9 3Sweden 626, Malta 365, Vu'-

gin Is.
Reported Anti-Masonic Symbolism stamp
— Serbia 2nb-15-18.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Continued from page 2

lowed to bring ladies and guests to the
dinner. The cost of the full course din-
ner is only $12.50, a distinctive buy in
these days of high prices and inflation.

As accommodations are limited, it is
requested that reservations be made -
early, The club reserves the right to de-
cline reservations after the facilities
have been booked. All reservations must
be accompapnied by a check for $12.50
a person which will include gratuities
and tax.

Mail checks to the Masonic Stamp
Club, 22 East 35th Street, New York,

N.Y. 10016.
Joseph Nathan Kane

WILL ROGERS, MASON

Depicted on the 3c Will Rogers com-
memorative stamp issue of the US of
1948 (Scott’s #975) is the likeness of
Will Rogers, cowboy and humorist-phi-
losopher.

Bro. Rogers was born near Claremore
OKkla (Indian Territory at the time) on
Nov. 4, 1879. He was the son of Clem
V. and Mary Rogers, both part Chero-
kee Indian. What schoolmg he had was at
Kemper Academy, Booneville, Mo. which
he attended for part of two terms. In 1905
he entered vaudville at Keith’s Union
Square Theatre, New York Ci deliv-
ering humorous’ monologues wh e doing
lasso tricks, As a lecturer, motion pic-
ture actor, and newspaper columnist, he
was known- for his shrewd but kindly
commentary on current events. He was
nearly always referred to as this na-
tion’s unofficial ambassador to for-
eign country he visited, and was always
well received by those nations. He was
married to Betty Blake in Nov. 1908 and
tn this union three children were born.
Will Rogers was killed Aug. 15, 1935 in
an airplane crash at Port Barmw Alas-
ka, while flying with his friend Wiley
Post holder of the round the world
fllght record.

Noble Rogers was raised March 21,
1906 in Claremore Lodge No. 53, Clare-
more, Okla. He was 0 a member of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite,
Southern Jurisdiction. Valley of Clare-
more, Okla. and Akdar Temple A.A.O.-
N.M.S. at Tulsa, Okla.

CLOSED ALBUMS
Alan G. Smith, Tucson, Arizona
Howard C. Grisham, Gulfport, Missis-
sippi

John A, Kelly, Jr., Baltimore, Mary-
land

“May their souls rest in everlasting
peace”
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TENNYSON GUYER
Congressman - 4th District, Ohio

Born in Findlay, Hancock County, Ohio, November 29, 1913.

Brother Guyer was first elected to the 93rd Congress
on November 7, 1972; and reelected to the 94th Cong-
ress. He serves as a member of the House Internat-
ional Relations Committee and Veterans' Affairs Comme
ittee, He was also appointed to the Select Committee
on Missing Persons in Southeast Asia,

Congressman Guyer is a 320 Degree Mason and a Shrine
Ambassador of Good Will.

Congress of the Wnited States-
Touse of Vepresent:tines
Bashington, B.E. 20515

COBE

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Hon., Robert A. Smith
43-15 45th Street
Long Island City, N.¥. 11104
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