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Thirty-Ninth Annual Dinner, Friday, April 6, 1973.



Page 2

The MASONIC
PHILATELIST

MAY 1973
Vol. 29 No. 9

* x x

Published by
The Ralph A. Barry - Al Van Dahl
PUBLICATION FUND
of the Masonic Stamp Club of New York Inc.
22 East 35th St. New York, N. Y. 10015

* ok ok k *k
ROBERT A. SMITH, Editor

* ok ok ok k

MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF NEW YORK INC.
OFFICERS 1972-1973

President .. .. .. .. . ... . Robert A. Smith
1st Vice President . == .. . Roy T. KEelcham
2nd Vice President .. . . Joe Levinsohn
Secretary ... .. e Charles Morris

Treasurer ... _............. Charles Morris
Chaplain ... .. .. . .. ... Norman Sehlmeyer
Publicity .. ... . e _... Joseph . Levinsohn

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

UNE YEAR — )
Norman H. Sehlmeyer, Stanley A. Salomon,
Philip Gold.

TWO YEARS —
John W. Nicklin, Joseph K. Kane, Vale JI.
Shapiro.

THREE YEARS —
Irwin M. Yarry, Emanucl M. Reggel. D. Mal-
com Fleming.

COMMITTEES

Cachets ............ Robert A. Bmith, Charles
achets Morris, Yale Shapiro
ication .... .. Roy ]'I:'el'a.':lmmzl 'I.Shel Srry
Finaneeion ... H. Sehlmeyer, Joseph
Munk, Charles Morris, Stanley Salomon,
. N Geur]gEE ‘Wettach
i R arry. Norman Sehimeyer,
Ritual b bitio, Robert A, Smith

Program and Exhibition ...... Stan’
I. Mg.rYa.rry, D. Malcom Fleming, Roylely Ketcham
Publiclty ... .. .. . . ... _...... Joseph Levinson
Dinmer ... ... ... ... ... ... I M. Yarry

The Maschic Stamp Club of MNew York was
organized in 1934 for the purpose of encouraging
research and study in Masonic Philateliy, and to
establish bonds of good fell P
who are stamp collectors. The need for the or-
ganization has proved itself through the years
with its ever-increasing membership and the
formation of other Masonic stamp clubs in the
United States.

* MEETINGS *
First Friday of Every Month
(Except July and August)

COLLECTORS CLUB BUILDING
22 East 35th St. N.Y. N.Y, 10017

By the Sign of the Gavel

Qur annual dinner in April was a
huge success, with the club honoring
our Past President, Edwin Mayer. The
guest speaker was Bernard D. Harmer,
a well-known philatelist and auctioneer
in the stamp world. It wis a greal pleas-
ure for me, as President, to meet and
greet all those in attendance.

My sincere thanks to all those who
have helped with articles for the “Phi-
latelisl”. Since we can use short or long
articles, they are all welcome. Keep up
the good work. A special thanks to Bro.
Wessel M. Lans of the Netherlands for
his most informative articles thal ap-
pear in this issue.

Please kecep June 1st in mind, since
this is our Annual Election and Installa-
tion of Officers.

EDWIN MAYER

Bro. Edwin Mayer was born in New
York City January 20, 1895, the son of
Hugo Mayer, prominent in his associa-
tion with Buffale Bill’s Wild West
Show, Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bail-
ey, and the Forepaugh Sells cireuses.

Bro. Mayer began his life’s career at
the age of 15, studying his future pro-
fession at night classes, and graduated
from New York University in 1916 with
a B.5.C.,, magna cum lauda. Upon grad-
uation, he enlisted in the U.S, Navy,
served during World War I, and after
five years retired from service as a
line ensign. While in service, he was
raised in Pacific Lodge No. 233, F.&
AM. In his marriage to Rosalie Jacoby
on September 24, 1918, he has found
a companionship in their mutual inter-
est in antique collecting and a host of
social, civie, and charitable activities.

Bro. Mayer has conducted his own
business in New York since 1935 as a
real estate appraiser and expert wit-
ness in litigation involving real estate
and decedent estates.

His active interest in postal history
enabled him to build an oulstanding
collection of U.S. stampless covers
which was recently sold through H. R.
Harmer.

A charter member of the Postal His-
tory Sociely of the Americas, he served
as president for four years during iis
reactivalion and is now its honorary
president. e received the Nugent
Clougher Award in 1968 from the Post-
al History Society of Great Britain, He
was the first recipient of the Harry L.
Lindquist Award. His collection —in
many international exhibitions: Haw-



ana, Cuba, 1955; Tipex, Hamburg, 1959;
Barcelona, 1960; Buenos Aires, 1960;
and many national shows — has re-
ceived top recognition.

At present in his senior years, he is
building and enjoying a collection of
Mulreadys, caricatures and propaganda
covers of Great Britain.

His active membership in the Ma-
sonic Stamp Club of New York—serv-
ing as treasurer and president — has
given our club the benefit of his wide
experience and has helped maintain the
prominence of our club in Masonic
philately for almost 40 years.

Bro. Mayer is now serving as presi-
dent of the New York Chapter of the
Cardinal Spellman Philatelic Museum.

We all wish our brother continued
go&d health, good fishing—and—good
golf!
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The nominating commitee proposes
the following for the ensuing year:

President ... Louis Bernstein

1st Vice President, Joseph Levinsohn

2nd Vice President ___ Josejh N. Kane

Secretary-Treasurer __ Charles Morris
Board of Directors

Class of ‘74

Robert A. Smiih
Joseph N. Kane
Yale J. Shapiro
Class of ‘75

Irwin M. Yarry
Emanuel M. Reggel
D. Malcolm Fleming
Class of ‘76

Norman H. Sehlmeyer
Stanley A. Salomon
W. A. Sinder

Picture Parade

of Annual Dinner

e T

L-RB—Bro. Mayer, Bernard D. Hunter and Pres. Robert A. Smith.
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Irving Berlin's Unforgettable Melodles

By CHARLES E. GREEN, 33°

Reprint From
““The Northern Light”
Vol. 2, #2, April, 1971

The story of Brother Irving Berlin is
one of genuis rising above the devastat-
ing discouragements of cxtreme poverty
and its environments, It is a story of a
man who felt and wrote melodies—
songs that lifted him out of the slums
into a special niche among the great
men of our country.

Irving Berlin was born in the little
village of Temun in Eastern Russia on
May 11, 1888. His parents, Moses and
Leah Baline, and children came to the
United States in 1893. His father was a
povertv-stricken cantor and shocket
(one who certifies that meat and poultry
arc slaughtered in accordance with
Jewish ritual). When Berlin was only
eight, his father died.

The only education Irving had was
two years in the public schools of New
York City. There was no time nor
money for education. It was necessary
thal the mother and children work ati
anything that could bring in a few
pennies,

Once of his first jobs was that of a
guide for Blind Sol, a singing beggar,
At fourteen, Berlin was a singing
waiter in Chinatown. Surreptitiously,
he gained access to pianos in saloons
and playing with only one finger man-
aged to lose himself for awhile in the
wonderful world of music. (Later, he
learned to play with both hands but
only in the key of F sharp.)

While he could not read nor write a
note of music, he had a latent creative
power of developing fresh melodic
sounds and the gift of expressing heau-
tiful and appealing thoughits.

Slill in his teens, he was singing bal-
lads in the streets and joints of the
Bowery. He was hired by the publish-
ing house of Harry von Tilzer to “plug”’
songs at Tony Pastor’s Music Hall at
five dollars a weeck. In 1907, while
working as a singing waiter at Pel-
ham’s Cafe in Chinatown, Berlin wrote
the lyrics of his first song, “Marie
from Sunny Italy.” It was a gay love
song but not very popular for he re-
ceived only 37 cents in royalties. Never-
theless, it was a beginning for a slim,
dark- ha].red 18-year-old young man.

Irving Berlin became a member of
tha Masonic Fraternity in 1910. He was
raised a Master Mason in Munn Lodge
No. 190 in New York City on June 3

1910, He received the degree of Sub-
lime Prince of the Royal Secrct, 327,
on December 23, 1910, and became a
Noble of Mecca Temple A A ON.M.S.
on January 30, 1911.

Another momentous event occurred
in 1910 when he wrote “Alexander's
Ragtime Band,” It was a piano rag
without lyrics. When he became a
member of the Friars Club in 1911, he
was asked to appear in the Friars
Frolics and for the ocecasion added
lyrics to this composition and uscd it
in his act. The song created but little
interest; however, a few months later,
Emma Carus sang it as part of her act
in a Chicago vaudeville theater with
congquering results. Within a few
months, over a million copies of sheet
music had becn sold. This was before
radio and television, yet, by “plugging”
and word of mout.h its popularity
spread like wild fire and Berlin ex-
perienced his first of many song tri-
umphs.

During 1811, he wrote the music and
lyrics for “Evcerybody’s Doin’ It,” “Rag-
%me Violin” and “That Mysierious

ag’,

In February 1913, he married Dorothy
Goetz who died on July 17, 1913 of
typhoid fever contracted in Cuba dur-
ing their honeymoon. The sudden death
of his young bride was memoralized by
the first of his unforgettable, “When I
Lost You.”

Later that year, he played the Hippo-
drome Theater in London, where he
was billed as The Ragtime King. For
this appearance, he wrote “Interna-
tional Rag.” “At the Devil's Ball’ was
another popular song of this period.

In 1914, he wrote the music for the
Broadway rcview, Watch Your Step
slarring Irene and Vernon Castle. The
hits of this show were “The Synocopat-
ed Walk” and “Play a Simple Melody.”
In 1915, he wrote the music for Siop,
Look and Listen.

During World War I, Brother Berlin
was an Infantry sergeani and stationed
at Camp Upton, Long Island, New
York. There he wrole, produced and
starred in an all-soldier show, Yip, Yip,
Yaphank, The purpose of this produc-
tion was to raise $35,000 for a new ser-
vice center at the camp. By the time its
run and tour had ended, the show
brought to Camp Upton $150,000 and
introduced three unforgettable Berlin
songs: “Oh! How I Hate to Get Up In



the Morning.” “Mandy,” and “They
Were All Out of Step But Jim.”

In 1919, Berlin founded his own pub-
lishing firm and between 1921 and
1924 wrote the book, lyries and music
for four editions of the Music Box
Revue. The most popular songs were
“Everybod% Step,” “Say It With Music,”
“Pack Up Your Sins,” “Crinoline Days,”
“The Waltz of Long Ago,” “What'll I
Do,” and “All Alone.”

Brother Berlin was the principal
composer in the 1919, 1920, and 1927
editions of the Ziegfeld Follies. From
these shows people were humming,
whistling, and singing “A Pretty Girl
Is Like a Melody,” “You'd Be Sur-
prised,” “Tell Me Little Gypsy,” “The
Syncopated Vamp” and “Learn to Sing
a Love Song.”

The tempestuous courtship and mar-
riage in January 1926 with Ellin
Mackay, daughter of Clarence H. Mac-
kay, magnate and President of Postal
Telegraph was the inspiration for some
of his celebrated love ballads: “Remem-
ber,” “Always,” and “Because I Love
You.” This ballad form in which Ber-
lin expressed his personal thoughts
also brought forth “All By Myself,”
“The Song Is Ended,” “How Deep is
the Ocean,” “Russian Lullaby,” and
“Marie.”

In 1932, Berlin wrote the musie for
Moss Hart’s Face the Music, from
which came “Soft Lights and Sweet
Music” and “Let’s Have Another Cup
of Coffee.”

He also wrote for another Hart book
in 1933, As Thousands Cheer, in which
appeared “Heat Wave” and one of his
greatest hits, “Easter Parade.” The
latter was used as a first-act finale for
Marilyn Miller and Clifton Webb.

During the forties. he wrote the
music for Louisiana Purchase (1940),
Annie Get Your Gun (1946), Miss
Liberty (1949), and Call Me Madam
(1950). From. Louisiana Purchase came
“It’s a Lovel- Day Tomorrow;” from
Miss Liberty, “Let's Take an Old-
Fashioned Walk;” from Call Me
Madam, “Youre Just In Love” and
“It’'s a Lovely Day Today.”

Annie Get Your Gun, starring Ethel
Merman as Annije Oakley, proved to be
a great box office success, with a
Broadway run of 1147 performances.
The show contained a bonanza of song
hits: “They Say It's Wonderful,” “The
Girl That I Marry,” “Doin’ What Comes
Natur'lly.” “You Can’t Get a Man
with a Gun,” “l Got -the Sun In the
Morning,” “Anything You Can Do,” and
“The,l,‘e-‘ls No Business-Like Show Busi-

“C:héek to Cheeﬁ" 'ﬁasi-v'm&ften for
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the motion picture Top Hat starring
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers. Other
song hits from this picture were “Isn’t
This a Lovely Day” and “Top Hat,
White Tie and Tails.”

Kate Smith, in 1938, requested Berlin
to furnish her with a patriotic number
for one of her broadcasts. Berlin re-
called a melody he had composed in
1918 for a finale in Yip, Yip, Yaphank.
He wrote new lyrics for 1t and Kate
Smith sang "God Bless America” for
the first time on her radio program,
Armistice Day, 1938, The country was
in need of a song to arouse national
consciousness and to strengthen faith
in our democratic way of life. “God
Bless America” was an immediate suc-
cess and was accepted by many as a
second national anthem. .

In 1940, both political parties featured
the song at their presidential nominat-
ing conventions. This song earned for
Brother Berlin a special Congressional
ﬁold medal which was presented to

im by President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower on February 18, 1958.

Berlin received an Oscar from the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Science in 1942 for the song “White
Christmas” from the picture Holiday
Inn with Fred Astaire and Bing
Crosby. This song sold over 75 million
records and over five million copies of
sheet music. It is now an erican
classic second only to “Silent Night” as
a Christmas musical favorite. -

With the advent of World War II,
Berlin prevailed on Army officials to
permit him to produce a show similar
to Yip, Yip, Yavhank of World War I
fame. Permission was granted and This
Is the Army came into production. Ber-
lin wrote all the sketches as well as
the songs among which were “This Is
The Army, Mr, Jones” and “I Left My
Heart At the Stage Door Canteen.” The
show reflected army life in World War
II and opened on Broadway on July 4,
1942. Berlin personally appeared in his
only army uniform singing “Oh, How
I Hate to Get Up In the Morning.”

He toured with This Is the Army for
three and a half years as it played in
most of the major cities in the United
States and American military bases in
Europe. Africa, Australia, and the
South Pacific. They played to over
three million persons and raised over
ten million dollars for Army Emergency
Relief. ] po gy o e

A -grateful couniry. rewarded Berlin
with the Mecal of Merit, which he re:
ceived from Brothet General George G
Marshall after the show “had- its™last
performarice in Honolul; Octeber 22,
1945, R e e







