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By the sign of the Gavel

At our last meeting instead of hav-
ing a speaker, some of our members
exhibited beautiful material and de-
scribed same in a professional manner.
A good time was had by one and all.

Brethren, as you all know, we will
have a lounge at the coming ASDA
- Show which will be held in the new
Madison Square Garden, Nov. 22-24. I
hope that many of us will get together;
after spending most of your money
buying bargains and walking your feet
off, you can join us in the lounge and
spend a few pleasant moments.

Brother Ed. Meyer celebrated his
Golden Anniversary last month. “Now

* MEETINGS *
First Friday of each month
Collectors Club Building
22 East 35th Street, N. Y. C.

we know why you took your bride
to Hawaii.”

I was privileged to witness the pres-
entation of a beautiful bronze plaque
to George 1. Silberberg, founder and
chairman of the Philatelic Hobbies for
the Wounded. It was presented by our
own Harry Lindquist from the Royal
Arch Foundation during a luncheon in
the Indian Room of the New York
Athletic Club. George is very proud
of the honor bestowed upon him.

—Joseph Munk

Government Publication’s on
Philatelic Matter

A sheet is available from the Su-
perintendent of Documents, Govern-
ment Printing Office, Washington,
D.C. on which are listed various pub-
lications devoted to the United States
Flag, the Government and Freedom
Documents. Some of this material is of
interest generally, some specifically to
stamp collectors as write-up and in-
formation. Send a request to the given
address and vou will be serviced.

Prices of the pamphlets and bro-
chures range from 10¢ to $1.75. There
is one offering which is delivered at
$15.50, “The Constitution of the United
States of America.” It is clothbound,
has 1693 pages with illustrations, but
is more for the student of history and
government than hobbyists.
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Stanley Hodziewich, Curator of the
Post fice Department's Philatelic
Museum in Washington has sent copies
of interesting booklets which are avail-
able to requests. Direct your mail to
The Special Assistant to the Postmaster
General, Post Office Department,
Washington, D.C. 20260. Give the name
of the piece, and the name and ad-
dress to which it is to be sent.

“History of United States Postage
Stamps, Postal Cards, and Stamped
Envelopes” has 12 pages and illus-
trations and commemoratives. “Stand-
ards for United States Commemorative
Postage Stamps;” it has 14 pages and
stamps illustrated.



A couple of other brochures with
good information are titled, “The Postal
Inspector,” and ‘“Mail Fraud.” These
give a guidance in case you have been
abused through the mails, by asking
the cooperation of the Inspectors, and
further advise you how to avoid un-
plezsant involvement initially with
crooked schemes.

The following are the “Standards
for Commemorative Stamps” excerpt-
ed from the publication of the same
name.

“As a special service to individuals,
organizations, and groups who may
wish to sponsor a commemorative post-
age stamp, or submit ideas to the Post
Office Department, a set of criteria has
been adopted by the Citizens' Stamp
Advisory Committee to govern their is-
suance,

“The seven criteria listed below serve
as the basis for the recommendations
on commemorative stamps made by
the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Commit-
tee to the Postmaster General.

“1, No living person shall be honor-
ed by portrayal on any US postage
stamp. (Title 31; USC 413).

%2, Commemorative postage stamps
honoring individuals preferably will be
issued on significant anniversaries of
their births, such as 100th, 150th, etec.

“3. Commemorative postage stamps
shall be issued on even-date anniver-
saries, preferably starting with the
50th year and continuing at 50-year
intervals.

“4, Only events of widespread na-
tional appeal and significance will be
considered as subjects for commemo-
rative postage stamps.

“5. Commemorative postage stamps
shall not be issued to honor fraternal,
political or sectarian organizations, a
commercial enterprise, or a specific
product.

“6. Commemorative postage stamps
are not considered appropriate for
charitable organizations. (Poster stamps
issued by philanthropic organizations
to raise funds, as well as postal slogan
cancellations are more useful in arous-
ing public interest.)

“7. Commemorative stamps shall not
be issued for cities, towns, municipal-
ities, counties, schools, or institutions
of higher learning, since so many are
reaching significant anniversaries. Due
to the restrictions which must of neces-
sity be placed on the stamps program,
it would be most difficult to single out
one anniversary for commemoration to
the exclusion of the many others with
justification for postal recognition.
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“Individuals or organizations spon-
soring suggestions for commemorative
postage stamps meeting the standards
outlined above should present their
request in writing to the Postmaster
General, Post Office Department,
Washington, D.C. 20260, preferably 12
months in advance of the proposed
date of issuance of the stamp request-
ed. This allows sufficient time for con-
sideration by the Committee and for
design and production if the stamp is
approved.”

"HARD CURRENCY"

During World War I, certain stamps
in Europe began to be treated as “hard
currency.” To have a perfect standard
of value, these stamps had to be mint,
because canceled copies vary foo great-
ly in price. Furthermore, each copy
had to be never hinged., because all
had to be the same, exactly as two
“blocks of gold.”

Before and during World War II, this
practice spread far more extensively
in Europe. A pack of cigarettes or a
pound of coffee had their respective
“investment value.” But for the sop-
histicated investors mint nh. stamps
in top condition became one of the
best substitutes for gold, because hoard-
ing this metal was punishable by death
in Occupied Europe. Issues like the
Belgian Helmet, the Austrian 1908 and
1910 Jubilees, the 1936 WIPA sheet,
the Dollfuss and the Orphan semipos-
tals of France were the speculators
favorite, Also, the United States Col-
umbians and Trans-Mississippis in top
mint conditon nh. were sought after,
not by philatelists but by speculators,
who preferred these “gold” stamps to
the valueless paper currency in many
European countries,

What happened was that this prac-
tice after World War II spread fto
philately, when some European collec-
tors and dealers only would buy a mint
stamp without the slighted trace of a
hinge or hinge mark. The idea took
hold and then spread all over the
philatelic world.

What can we do about it? As you
wrote, “very little” It seems to me
that business has become too much of
a part of this fine hobby of philately.
Too many stamp dealers are more in-
terested in profits than in philately.
But far too many collectors also are
more interested in makng money with
stamps rather than deriving pleasure
by collecting them.

—Alex S. Juliard, Bryn Mawr, Pa,



















