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THE COVER

Qur many thanks to W. Arthur Mc-
Kinney, Stamp Editor of “Boys Life”
for sending us the interesting cover
that appears on our page 1. It was
sent to him by Bro. Tomatsu Mura-
yama, of Tokyo, Japan and it contains
ihe signatures of the Grand Master
Osias of the Grand Lodge of the Phil-
ippines; the fourth signalure from the

top is that of Bro. Murayama; Michael
Goldenberg, PGM of the Grand Lodge
of the Philippines and a 33rd degree
Mason; and several other brother
Masons, with many signatures on the
reverse side, as well. Bro. Murayama
is a new member of the MSC and an
article about him appears elsewhere
in this issue.

MEETINGS
First Friday of Each Month
Collectors Club Building
22 East 35th St., N. Y. C.

IN MEMORIAM

BRO. REV. GEORGE M. CORDNER
BRO. GORDON S. DILLS
May their souls find eternal rest.

PROGRAM 1959

Jan., 30—Swap Night. Second of a
series, which we hope may be put
on an advanced scheduled basis, but
depending upon attendance, enthusi-
asm and general acceptance by local
members. Place: German Masonic
Temple, 15th St., NYC, between 2nd
and 3rd Ave. Time: 6:30-9:00 or
later, if desired. No club business.
Informal.

Feb. 6—Past Presidents Night. Usually
well attended when our past leaders
have something to show and some-
thing to say. Newer members espe-
cially requested to attend.

March 6—Thomas Phillips-Sidney Bar-
rett night,

April 3—Ferrars H. Tows Night,

May 1—Harry A. Konwiser 80th Birth-
day Celebration.

June 5-7—Silver Anniversary Week-
end. Annual Meeting, Annual Dinner,
Master of Philately Degree, Picnic,

Each of the above meetings will have
special features, to be made known to
the members as soon as arrangements
have been completed. We would like
to have a good atiendance at each of
these meetings for much work is being
done by your Program Committee to
make these meetings outstanding and
their only reward is your appearance.
Besides, you will be in for some mighty
pleasant and informative evenings,

Plan for that Silver Anniversary
Weekend ... NOW!! Some of the events
are being arranged so that women may
attend. There will be stamp exhibits
and prizes and it is not too soon to get
that collection in good and proper form.

MSC Silver Anniversary Year
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Monuments to George Washington
By HERMAN J. LICHTY, Chairman Washington Committee

Monuments and memorials have
been erected to George Washington
in great number and variety during
the past century and a half. They have
not been limited to the United States
and its possessions, but many foreign
countries, inspired by the patriotism
and example of this “great American
Mason,” have also honored his mem-
ory with shrines and monuments in
great number.

By far the most famous of them
all js the Washington Monument in
the Nation's Capital. At the present
time the monument is closed and un-
dergoing extensive repairs inside and
out. Some stones are being replaced
and others pointed up and reinforced.
A new elevator landing platform at
the top is being built with the re-
opening ceremonies scheduled for Feb-
Tuary 22, 1959,

QOriginally, it was intended that the
remains of our Brother Washington
should be removed from Mount Ver-
non to the site of the Washington
Monument in the Distriet of Columbia
but the proposal was vetoed emphatic-
ally by members of his family, who also
declined proposals to allow the re-
mains io be removed to the founda-
tions of the National Capitol

The cornerstone of the Washington
Monument was laid Masonically on
July 4, 1848; the Grand Lodge of Odd
Fellows and the Grand Division of the
Sons of Temperance also were invited
to participate. The column was not
completed until December 6, 1884, and
the dedication took place on Febru-
ary 21, 1885 in connection with George
Washington’s birthday in that year.
The height of the shaft is slightly over
5565 feet, and the total cost was
$1,187,710.31, Of that amount $300,000
was raised by individual free-will of-
ferings, the balance was appropriated
by Congress. The foundations, which
carry a weight of 81,120 tons, are con-
structed of solid blue rock, each block
being 146 feet 6 inches square and
36 feet 8 inches deep. The base of
the shaft is 33 feet square, the lower
walls are 15 feet thick, and the depth
of the foundation below the floor is
57 feet. It is estimated that the total
number of stones used in the entire
structure was 23,000. As will be noted,

the entire height of the monument is
almost 10 times its breadth at the
base.

The keystone was placed in position
on December 6, 1884 by two prominent
Masons of the District of Columbia,
who used the same trowel as used
for the cornerstone laying on July 4,
1848 and employed for the first time
by George Washington himself when
he laid the cornerstone of the Nation's
Capitol on September 18, 1793. The
trowel is now one of the proud pos-
sessions of Alexandria-Washington
Lodge #22 of Alexandria, Va.

It was only natural that members
of the fraternity should take a pro-
found interest in the movement, which
led to the erection of this great monu-
ment to their own Brother of the
mystic tie. Both individually and col-
lectively they contributed generously
to the success of the enterprise. Should
one desire to walk up or down the
many winding steps inside the shaft,
one would see inserted within the
walls, stones possessing Masonic sig-
nificance. Many of the inscriptions are
showing the ravages of time, however,
the greater part can be deciphered.

Twenty-one stones have been placed
by Grand Lodges or individual lodges
throughout the nation. Each one is
separate and distinct in that they are
artistically arranged and individual in
design, which bears a testimony to the
character and service of George Wash-

- ington. After taking the time to read

the inscriptions on these stones, hardly
a Brother Mason fails to appreciate the
importance of this great monument to
George Washington, the Mason.

The monument is known the world
over and is often associated and com-
pared with the monumental structures
of the Old World. The writer was fre-
quently asked last year, while travel-
ing through most of the countries of
Europe, “How does this compare in
height with the Washington Monu-
ment?” This comparison was not con-
fined to monuments such as the Eiffel
Tower or the Leaning Tower of Pisa,
but fo pyramids, mountain peaks, vol-
canos, waterfalls or any tall building.

Of the countless memorials dedi-
cated to George Washington the city

(Continued on Page 11)
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Liberty Hyde Bailey

By SAM BROOKS

GARDEN]NG Py

FULS. POSTAGF

On March 15, 1958, at Ithaca, N.Y,,
a new stamp was issued to honor the
Garden and Horticultural Societies of
America. The date is the 100th anni-
versary of the birth of Liberty Hyde
Bailey. One of the foremost propo-
nents of the science of Horticulture
and Rural Education.

Brother Bailey was a Mason. That
may be a peculiar way of putting it
but it is a fact. This gentleman peti-
tioned Hobasco Lodge #716, at Ithaca,
New York. He received his E.A. degree
Oct. 10, 1901; was passed Oect 24, 1901;
and was raised Nov. 14, 1901. He was
42 years old at the time and he gave
his occupation as Teacher.

After an uneventful membership of
nearly 25 years, he requested a demit,
which was granted. On June 11, 1925,
he was dropped from the rolls. Would
that it were his Father we were writ-
ing about. There was a Freemason if
ever there was one. It was to please
his father that Bailey petitioned the
Lodge at Ithaca. Apparently where

(Bro. Sam Brooks is Past President
of the MSC 1945-1946; Author of *MA-
SONIC PHILATELY:” former Editor
of the MASONIC PHILATELIST 1944-
1951. His careful and thorough-going
research and his lucid and interesting
manner of writing, stamps him as the
outstanding authority, at this time, on
Masonic Philately. Editor.)

there was no reminder to continue his
membership, he dropped out,

Don't misunderstand! The man of
the stamp is fully entitled to all the
honors bestowed on him. He was a
farmer, a teacher, a writer, a botanist
and a horticulturist.

Liberty Hyde Bailey, Jr.,, was born
at South Haven, Michigan, March 15,
1858. He spent his early life on his
father’s farm, attended the local
schools, and later was graduated from
Michigan Agricultural College in 1882,
with a B.S. He obtained his M.S. in
1886, His prime interests were botany,
horticulture and rural problems and
education. This led him to Cornell
University, where from 1888 to 1903
he was professor of horticulture. From
1903 to 1913 he was director and dean
of the New York State College of
Agriculture, a part of Cornell Uni-
versity,

He was honored by universities,
learned societies and many other or-
ganizations, with medals and honorary
degrees. He was a Fellow of the Ameri-
can Academy of Arts & Sciences, The
National Academy of Sciences, The
American Philosophical Society and
other learned organizations throughout
the world. He wrote many articles
and text-books on his favorite subjects
and especially on rural problems, He
was Editor of the Cyclopaedia of Amer-
ican Horticulture and Agriculture; the
Standard Cyclopaedia of Horticulture,
and the Rural Science Series. In 1913,
he retired from his teaching duties to
spend the rest of his life in travel,
searching for botanical specimens,
These, and his library, were placed in
the “Liberty Hyde Hortorium,” which
he founded in 1935. Everything he
owned became a part of Cornell Uni-
versity, through the “Hortorium,” a

MSC Silver Anniversary Year



word which he coined to describe his
activities.

One book about his life is in print,
although another is in preparation. In
1949, the Princeton University Press
published “Liberty Hyde Bailey. A
Story of American Plant Sciences,” b_y
Andrew Denny Rodgers III It is in this
book, we find an account of the Masonic
activities of the father, Liberty Hyde
Bailey, Sr. On page 10 of this book,
we read “ . . he took great pride in
his many prominent office holdings
in the Masonic Order. Masonry was
his Church. First Master of the Lodge
at South Haven; first High Priest of
the Chapter; Thrice Illustrious of the
Council; member of the Peninsular
Commandery at Kalamazoo; holder of
the 32 degree in the A. A. Scottish
Rite; member of the High Priesthood
of Michigan; Charter Member of the
Consistory at Grand Rapids; and other
distinctions were enjoyed by him dur-
ing his life.”

Is it any wonder that he wanted
his namesake to follow in his Masonic
footsteps?

Liberty Hyde Bailey, Jr., lived to a
ripe old age. He was 96 when he died
at his home in Ithaca, December 24,
1954,

BRO. REV. GEORGE M. CORDNER
(From the Toledo Blade,
Toledo, Ohio.)

The Rev. George M. Cordner, 486,
Toledo State Hospital chaplain who
was active in Boy Scout work, died
of leukemia.

Mr. Cordner spent a good deal of his
time as a speaker for the Supreme
Council of the Scottish Rite, which
honored him with the 33rd degree in
Masonry in 1955. He spoke on mental
illness and his role as a chaplain at
a state mental hospital.

He was active too in youth work,
in the DeMolay organization of the
Masons and on the advancement com-
mittee of the Toledo Area Council,
Boy Scouts.

Mr. Cordner was born in Chappa-
qua, N.Y. and spent his youth in Tarry-
town, N.Y. He attended Wagner Col-
lege, Staten Island, N.Y., and received
his bachelor of divinity degree from
the theological college of Drew Uni-
versity, Madison, N.J. He also attended
the Union Theological Seminary in
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New York City and the University
of Toledo.

His first pastorate was at Van Cort-
landville, N.Y., He served Methodist
pastorates 12 years before becoming
chaplain at Harlen Valley State Hos-
pital, N.Y.

Chaplain 13 Years

He came to Toledo State Hospital
as chaplain 13 years ago. In addition
to his work there, he served part time
for seven years at Maplewood Metho-
dist Church. He was a member of the
New York Annual Conference of the
Methodist Church.

Mr. Cordner was a past master of
Masonic blue lodge No. 666 in Dover
Plains, N.Y.

He was an honorary member of Calu-
met Lodge F&AM,; past high priest of
Calumet Chapter 191, RAM; honorary
charter member of Calumet Council
133, R&SM; member of Toledo Com-
mandery 7, and the Scottish Rite and
served as orator in the Rose Croix
decres : ; : :

He has been the chaplain for the
last five years of Zenobia Shrine 79.
He was a member of Dover Chapter
762, Order of the Eastern Star. Mr.
Cordner was an honorary member of
the Supreme Council, 33rd degree, and
a member of York Rite College of Free
Masonry, the Royal Order of Scotland.

He was chairman of the advisory
board of DeMolay, Ohio Chapter, the
Legion of Honor in the DeMolay, and
a representative of the International
Supreme Council, DeMolay.

In Hospital Groups

He was a member of the Association
of Mental Hospital Chaplains of which
he was the regional representative; and
of the American Protestant Hospital
Association, and the Ohio State Mental
Hospital Association.

Mr. Cordner was listed in Who's Who
in Methodism, and also in Who's Who
in the Midwest. He published several
books on the history of Masonry.

Bro. Cordner was a member of the
Masonic Stamp Club for many years.

(The above clipping sent in by Bro.
Verrill Burgin, of Toledo, who added,
“Bro. Cordner was in my estimation,
tops in the field of Masonic History. He
could talk hour and hour on Masonic
history and hold your attention every
minute, To say that he will be greatly
missed is putting it mildly.”)
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Pre-Meeting Party January 9. 1959

Upper Left: Standing:; Bob Sanna, Douglas Sanna, Charles Sanna, Phil Rosen-
baum, Jose Rueff, Herman and Mrs. Kerstein, Jos, Oster, Charles Maly, Dr,
Swan., Yale Shapiro, Alvin Lurch, Manny Reggel, Harry Lindquist, Sianley
Salomon, Dr, Yarry, Norman Sehlmeyer. Kneeling: Sidney Solomon, Dr, Gross.
man, Carl Pelander, Roy Schwartz. Upper Right: Surrounding the cake: Presi-
dent Yarry. Editor Kersiein and Guest Speaker Harry Lindquisi. Lower Lefi:
Just before the cake was carved. Lower Righi: A tete-a-tete Harry Lindguist and
Carl Pelander. Pictures taken by our able Brother Eliot Nordheim. See
opposite page.
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