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BY THE SIGN OF THE GAVEL

It is with a feeling of deep responsi-
bility that I approach this 24th year
of the MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF
NEW YORK. The archives are full of
s0 many outstanding members and
events that have helped to make the
Club a philatelic organization different
from the usual stamp clubs that exist
throughout our land. This difference
is mainly due to our historic fraternity,
and as Masons, we are bound together
by stronger ties than just being fellow-
collectors. The loyalty of membership
has proven itself since so few resign,
and except for the summons from the
Supreme Master, the MSC of NY has
continued to prosper and grow.

The past year has witnessed such a
crucial strain upon our ranks when
Brother Thomas Phillips, our president
and Brother George B. Wray, our first
Vice-president, were summoned to the

AV AN

MEETINGS

First Friday of Each Month
Collectors Club Building
22 East 35th St., N.Y.C.

Next meeting: Sept. 6, 1957, Let us
all attend this first meeting of the
new year. It will be most interesting
with many features planned.

AT AP AVBIV VAN

Grand Architect’s Sanctum Sanctorum.
May their souls find everlasting peace.
During the twelve years that I have
served as secretary, I always felt the
joy in doing a job and hope to serve
as president with the same feeling. The
club has selected a fine slate of officers
in its choice cof Bro. Alvin D, Lurch
as secretary. Bro. Pihl, our new treas-
urep, and a past president, needs no
introduction to our membership, for
his work in philately has been sketched
by many of our philatelic publications.
Bro. Lurch has a background that
should provide a wonderful future
for our club. The balance of the of-
ficers are proven workers: Bro. Em-
manuel Reggel, formerly editor of the
MP is now first VP; Bro. S. Duffield
Swan, 2nd VP is an outstanding au-
thority of Masonic Philately. In the
editor’s chair, Bro. Herman S. Ker-
stein will continue to put out those
fine monthly editions that have been
a personal tribute fo his ability. The
Masonic Philatelist is in excellent
hands.

To our members may I extend the
promise that with your help, your of-
ficers will do their utmost to continue
the fine work of their respective pre-
decessors and through the medium of
“By the Sign of the Gavel,” I will keep
you posted on some interesting and
exciting events that we are planning.
May God bless you all.

—Irwin M, Yarry, President

Brother George S. Gaither, formerly
of Buffalo, New York, and now resid-
ing in Union City, Penna., has now
retired on a pension after serving the
New York Central R.R. 40 years as
a locomotive engineer., May you en-
joy your leisure hours, Bro. Gaither,
and find time to work on your stamp
collection.
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ThisIsIt!!

Setember 6, 1957 marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of Bro. General
Marquis de Lafayette; a great and liberal son of France: an able and good
friend to the U.S.: and enthusiastic brother Mason, of whom we are all so
proud. Our couniry will commemorate this anniversary with a postage stamp,
and the Masonic Stamp Club of New York will issue a beautifully designed
cachet, with the new Lafayette stamp, and cancelled on the first day of issue.

THE CANCELLATIONS!!!

The Post Office Department announced that there will be 3 First Day of Issue

Points for this LaFayette Issue, namely:

Easton, Pennsylvania—the site of LaFayette College

Fayettesville, North Carolina—the first town in America named for LaFayette

Louisville, Kentucky—the opening day of the 1957 Kentucky State Fair is
“LaFayette Day”

We will send you a complete set of 3 covers, one from each of the First Day
of Issue Cities. All covers will be delivered unaddressed under separate cover.
Set of 3 covers $1.00 or 6 sets of 3 covers, (18) for $5.00

We urge you to buy several sets. Each set will contain the story of this
beautifully embroidered apron, a gift that your Masonic friends will deeply
appreciate. As has been our practice in the past, a Masonic charity will benefit
from the sale of these cachets.

200t HAnniversary
Birth of
MARQUIS

THE DESIGN!!! LAFAYETTE

Here is the first showing of the
cachet design—the magnificent Ma-
sonic apron, embroidered by Madam
Lafayette and presented in August,
1794, by Bro. General Lafayette to Bro.
General Washington. Later the apron
was presented to the Washington Ben-
evolent Society of Pa., by the legatees
of Bro. Washington, and the Society.
on July 3. 1829, presented the apron
to the R. W. Grand Lodge, F. & A. M.
of Penna., where it is now carefully
preserved in the Library of that Grand
Lodge.

WASHINGTONS MASONIC APRON
PEESENTES AV

BEROTHESR MARCDUIS ne LAFAYETTE

MOUST VEANDN + + + « AYGUST - ITB4

SeCHlongo AY -
THE MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF N.Y.

[ Firz1 Dlay Foves

Order early . . . Order several seis . . . Each set will
contain the story of the beautifully embroidered apron.
Masonic Cachets & Cancellations
(One Dollar for set of three)

Masonic Cachets, Pleasantville, New York

(See page 6 for further story about the Lafayette apron)
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Bro. General La Fayette, Mason

As I have said frequently, one of the
most prolific sources of information
for the Masonic Philatelist is what
might be regarded as “dry” reading—
prceeedings of a Grand Lodge. Scan-
ning some old numbers of the Grand
Lodge of Illinois, here is what 1 found.

In the 1883 volume there is an ac-
count taken from the Tennessec pro-
ceedings of that year. On May 4, 1825,
Bro. Gen. Lafayette wvisited Nashville
and was intraduced to the Grand Lodge
by Bro. (President) Andrew Jackson,
P.G.M.,, given the grand honors and
seated at the right hand of the Grand
Master. To him, the then Grand Master
said:

“[he Fraternity of Free and Accept-
ed Masons of Tennesse, with all broth-
erly affection, tender you their sincerc
congratulations, and bid ysu welcome.
They fecel an equal pride and pleasure
in recognizing you as a brother, and
in receiving within these consecrated
walls the early friend and companion
of the illustrious and venerated Wash-
ington, with whom the name of Lafay-
ctte will be transmitted to ithe latest
posterity, inscribed upon the imperish-
zble rolls of a glorious immortality.”

Commenting on that event, the 1883
Tennessee proceedings said: “What a
glorious day for the Masons of Ten-
nessee! There sat side by side within
the Grand Lodge, Jackson and La-
fayette. Jackson, the grandest man of
his day, the soldier of iron-hearted
valor, the successful defender of his
country’s rights; Lafayette, the daring
and heroic young Frenchman, who of
all others was most beloved by the
people of America. Prominent Masons
from all over the State had assembled
there, being drawn hither by the in-
teresting events then transpiring . . .
What Mason can now, at this remole
day, look upon this scene without feel-
ings of pride?”

Where Lafayette was made a Mason
has not been established. This is be-
lieved to have occurred in an Army
Lodge at Valley Forge, He was an
honorary member of the Grand Lodges

of Delaware, Tennessee and New .

Hampshire and of Fredericksburg
Lodge No. 4 (Washington’s own), He
was exalted in Jerusalem Chapter No.
8, R.AM., New York and knighted in
Morton Encampment No. 4, K.T., New
York. He was also a Scottish Rite
Mason.

Bro. Gen. Lafayctte frequently spoke
of Freemasonry. On one occasion, he
said: “Freemasonry is an order whose
leading star is philanthropy, and whose
tenets inculcate an increasing devotion
to the cause of virtue and mortality.

Past Grand Master Bert S. Lee of
Missouri adds the information that La-
fayette is onc of the three honorary
P.G.M.s of the Grand Lodge of Mis-
souri and that he attended the Grand
Lodge on his visit to the U.S.

Grand Secretary T. E. Doss of Ten-
nessee adds that the records of the
Grand Lodge of Tennessee indicate that
Lafayette was the only Mason ever
elected to honorary membership in that
Grand Lodge.

—J. A M,

Gen. Marquis de Lafayette
“Brother Protector” O.E.S.

From the July, 1957 issue of the
EMPIRE STATE MASON, we glean
the following and interesting sidelight
of Bro. Gen. Lafayette, the Mason. “The

Ancient and Honorable Order of the
Eastern Star,” established prior to 1793,
was introduced into the Colonies by
General Lafayette, who is recorded in
the “Thesauros” as a “Brother Pro-
tector,” the title given to Master Mason
members,
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La Fayette, His Biography

LA FAYETTE, MARIE JOSEPH
PAUL YVES ROCH GILBERT du
MOTIER, Marquis de, (1757-1834) born
at the Chateau of Chavaniac in Au-
vergne, France, Sept. 6, 1757. At 13
orphaned, but a very, very rich orphan.
At 16, married Marie Adrienne Fra-
coise de Noailles. ]

Was Capt. of Dragoons when English
colonies in America proclaimed their
independence. He later wrote in his
memoirs “at the first news of this
quarrel, my heart was enrolled in it.”

On Dec. 7, 1776, an arrangement was
made by which La Fayette was to enter
the American Armed Service as a
major - general. When the British
learned that he was fitting out a ship
at Bordeaux with arms, their ambassa-

" dor asked for the afrest of La Fayette,
which was effected but he escaped from
custody in disguise, and sailed from a
port in Spain, where his ship had been
sent from Bordeaux, He landed near
Georgetown, S. Carolina and from there
went to Philadelphia.

At 19, he presented himself to Con-
gress and asked for the highest rank
after the Commander-In-Chief. This re-
fused, he offered himself as a simple
volunteer, but because of his zeal, il-
lustrious family and connections, he
was given the rank of major general.
(Even in the early days, one could
pull rank.) The next day, La Fayette
met George Washington and they be-
came lifelong friends.

In his first battle, Brandywine, Sept.
11, 1777, he was wounded. When he
recovered he secured command of a
division as a result of a communication
frm'? Washington to Congress, Nov. 1,
1771.

Early in 1778 he commanded troops
detailed for the Canadian Expedition.
His retreat from Barren Hill, May 28,
1778 was considered masterly and he
fought at Monmouth on June 28. After
England declared war on France Feb.
6, 1778, La Fayette asked permission
to re-visit France, which he did on
Jan. 11, 1779 and remained away 6
months, The battle of Yorktown term-
inated his miltary career in the U.S.

He then returned to France where
he was active in securing a general
peace, In 1781, he was promoted to the
rank of Marecal de Camp (major gen-
eral) in the French Army. In 1784, he
re-visited the U.S. as'a guest of the
nation.

In 1787, La Fayette joined the As-
sembly of Notables and became a lead-
er in the French Revolution. On July
11, 1789 he presented to the National
Assembly, a declaration of rights, mod-
elled on Jefferson’s Declaration of In-
dependence of 1776. By acclamation, on
the second day of the new regime,
La Fayette was chosen colonel-general
of the new National Guard of Paris.
It was he who proposed the combina-
ticn of colours of Paris, red and blue
and the royal white into the tri-color
cockade of Modern France.

In the Constituent Assembly he
pleaded for the abolition of arbitrary
imprisonment, for religious tolerance;
for popular representation; for trial by
Jury; for emancipation of slaves; free-
dom of the press; abolition of titles of
nobility and the suppression of priv-
ileged orders. He was the friend of
liberty, as well as of order and when
Louis XVI fled to Varennes, he issued
crders to stop him. Shortly after he
was made lieutenant-general in the
army, he retired to private life.

However, in 1791, when three armies
were formed to attack Austria, La Fay-
ette was placed in command of one
of them. But when he definitely op-
posed himself to the further advance
of the Jacobin party in 1792, the as-
sembly declared him a traitor. He fled
to Liege, where, as one of the prime
movers of the Revolution, he was taken
and held as a prisoner of state for 5
years; first in Prussia and afterward
in Austrian prisons. Napoleon stipu-
lated in the treaty of Campo Formio
(1797) for La Fayette’s release. He
lived in retirement during the First
Empire but returned to public affairs
under the First Restoration and he
took part in the political events of
the Hundred Days. From 1818-1824, he
was deputy for the Sarthe, speaking
and voting on the Liberal side.

He re-visited America in 1824 where
he was over-whelmed with popular ap-
plause and was voted the sum of $200,-

000 and a township of land. When ‘he
returned to France in 1825, he sat in
the Chamber of Deputies for Meaux.
During the Revolution of 1830 he took
command of the National Guard. In
1834, he made his last speech—on be-
half of Polish political refugees. He
died on May 20, 1834.












