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A copy of the original drawing made by President Franklin D. Roosevelt
of the Susan B. Anthony stamp. The original is now in the Smithsonian
Institution. (See story on page 4),
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In Memoriam

BROTHER JULIUS WINDNER

May his soul find eternal rest

WELCOME!!
A warm greeting to our new
members:
RAYMOND F. BRAND
3308 Miami Street, St. Louis 18, Mo.
America Lodge #347, St. Louis
HIRAM THEODORE CAMPBELL
209 S. McKean St.,, Butler, Pa.
Butler Lodge #272
WILLIAM L. LEARN
311 So. 6th St., Easton, Pa.
Easton Lodge #152
GEORGE R. RANKIN
1315 S. 30th St., Milwaukee 15, Wis.
Washington #13, Brownstown, Ind.
PETER JOHN SALINI
9 Meadow Lane, RFD #1, Harwich
Center, Mass.
Pilgrim Lodge, Harwich, Mass.
JOHN A. SNOW
16 Church Ave., Willowdale, Ont.,
Cenada
Kroy Lodge #676 GRC, Thornhill,
Ont., Canada

SsTEy

Can any of our members supply us
with the new and correct addresses
of the following brothers? We show
the address frcm which mail has been
returned and the Lodge is given for
easier reference:

M/SGT WILLIAM D. COOMBS

Hq. Btry F. A. Bn, APO 201 c¢/o San

Francisco, Cal.

Fraternity Lodge #1111, El Paso, tex.
H. L. DeVALL

810 East Adalee St., Tampa, Florida

Guiding Star Lodge #565, New York
PAUL E. JENSEN

Box 389, Large Oil Co., Aruba

Netherlands, West Indies

Hillside Lodge #8994, New York
CREIGHTON H. MAKER

48 Stockton St., Dorchester, Mass.

Rabboni Lodge, Massachusetts

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN ACTIVE
IN FREEMASONRY 60 YEARS .

Benjamin Franklin, sage and patriot
pictured on the % ¢ regular issue, assist-
ed in establishing Freemasonry in
America and was actively associated
with the Craft for 60 years. He took
his degrees in 1730-31 in St. John's
Lodge, Philadelphia, which then also
functioned as a Grand Lodge. He be-
came Grand Master in 1734, in which
year he published the first Masonic
book in America—a reprint of Ander-
son's “Constitutions of Free-Masons.”
He was Provincial Grand Master of
Pennyslvania in 1749.

In 1776, while American ambassador
in France, he affiliated with Masonic
lodges in Paris, including the Lodge of
the Seven Muses, and enlisted the
sympathies of prominent French Ma-
sons in the American movement for
independence. Subsequently, he head-
e¢d various Masonic bodies there. He
died in 1790 at the age of 84.—Mirt.
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Annual Past President’s Night March 1, 1957

March came in its prophetic leonine
way and, in no less a vigorous way,
did we begin the month with a well
attended meeting and with plenty of
spirit. All who attended took part in
a most informal get-together, good
natured bantering between the speak-
ers and the side-liners as once again,
our Past Presidents came through with
their usual interesting ta'ks. It may
be necessary, in the future, to have
this special presentation over two
meetings, for it was indeed too bad
that some of the subjects had to be
curtailed because of the time element.
We, too, are limited in space in cover-
ing this occasion properly, and we re-
gret that we must merely outline what
took place.

BRO. RUSSEL B. ROANE 1949-51:
We did not know if Bro. Russ was
speaking as a Past President or our
incumbent Treasurer, for his subject
was “CHARITY & OTHER SEALS” on
envelopes received with the dues from
members of the MSC. Hard to imagine
that such an interesting and so large
a collection could come from such a
limited group.

BRO. JACOB S. GLASSER 1946-
1948: Several panels along the walls
of our meeting room were adorned
with the interesting covers, of Masonic
interest, that formed the basis of Bro.
Jake’s talk. We hope to be able to
show a group of these in one of the
future issues of the MP. You'll like
them as well as we all did who had the

opportunity of seeing them at this
meeting.

BRO. SAM BROOKS 1945-1946: Bro
Sam showed some interesting mail re-
ceived by philatelic authors and als>
some very interesting covers, including
the one that appeared on our March
issue of MP.

BRO. GEORGE
CAMNITZER 1543-
1945: A most inter-
esting talk, illustra-
ted with P.O.W.
covers from Trans-
vaal,

BRO. CARL E. PELANDER 1942-
1943: Certainly with no offense in-
tended, by closing one’s eyes, it was
just that hard to determine if Bro.
Carl was entertaining or Victor Borge
was giving one of his performances.
The voice, the tone and the wit was
there, and so was there much meat in
his talk about “TONGA POSTAL
HISTORY.” With a nice display of
stampless covers and cancellations, all
enjoyed the presentation. Of signifi-
cant interest was the inforamtion abaut
the two existing lodges in Tonga, both
under the Grand Lodge of Victoria, one
llagéng founded in 1899 and the other in

2,

BRO. HENRY W. HOLCOMBE 1939-
1942: Bro. Holcombe started things off
in his usual interesting manner, and
on his pet subject “Match & Medicine,”
centering on the “Crystal Palace” drug
store of Henry T. Helmbold, located at
594 Broadway New York City, which
was the sensation of the 1860’s, and
THE place to visit in New York. The
butldmg also housed the first Masonic
Lodges. We were treated with some
very interesting newspaper clips, as
well as seeing some of the old “cures”,
in their original bottles, and with pri-
vately printed revenue stamps.

May these good men stay well, so
that we may enjoy their splendid talks
for many years to come, and we sug-
gest to those who live in the area that
you mark the next Past Presidents
Night a “must” to attend.



Page 4

P .
The ‘Roosevelt’ Stamps
By FRANKLIN R. BRUNS, JR.
Curator, Division of Philately and Postal History
Smithsonian Institute, Washington, D. C.

During the presidency of Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, a total of one hun-
dred and thirty-four stamps were re-
leased by the Post Office Department.

The Presidents interest in stamps
was widely publicised before his elec-
tion, and stamp collectors looked for-
ward to a friendly, interested, regime.
They were not disappointed.

From the very first adhesive Presi-
dent Reosevelt was advised of all plans
and shown proposed designs and
models. In all instances his opinions
were received and generally followed.

There were certain stamps which
went bevond mere consultation and
“briefing.” These, known as “Rcose-
velt’s stamps” were his special pets and
in most cases were designed by him.

The first of these was the “Little
America” stamp of 1933, honoring the
Byrd Antarctic Expedition of that year,
and indirectly the contributions to
aviation made by Admiral Byrd in 1926
(North Pole flight), 1927 (trans-Atlan-
tic flight) and 1929 (South Pole flight).

President Roosevelt sketched an up-
right stamp design showing a map and
these flights, though some of the dates
had to be revised. This was the most
general sketch made by the President
and left quite some latitude to the
Bureau of Printing and Engraving, but
the main theme was carefully followed
out. The original sketch, preserved by
then Postmaster General James A.
Farley was signed by the President
and dated *4/25/35.” The last “5” was
then revised o a “4.” In any event,
the autograph was an afterthought,
since the stamps went on sale October
9, 1933. This sketch has been placed
with the Smithsonian Institution by
former Postmaster General James A.
Farley on a loan basis and is now on
exhibit there.

On January 24, 1934, President
Roosevelt forwarded a memorandum
to Postmaster General Farley, “I am
inclined to think that this Maryland
Tercentenary is worthy of a special
stamp.” Such a commemorative was
rushed into production and appeared
March 23, 1934.

The second “Special” Roosevelt
stamp was the 3-cent Mothers Day
stamp of 1934, His sketch was sub-
jected to some revision, but the de-
signers were careful to accept his word-

ing “In Memory and in honor of the
Mothers of America.” and the horizon-
tal format. In the lower right corner
he inscribed “For Jim Farley—The
“Original Design” of the Mothers Day
Stamp by Franklin D. Roosevelt.” In
the lower left were the date “2/16/34”
and “F.D.R.” This design thus was
created (and dated) prior to the May
2, 1934 issuance date.

Another indication of Roosevelt's
awareness of stamp doings was ex-
perienced in 1935 when he approved
the photographic model of the Con-
necticut Tercentary stamp (O.K. F.D.
R.) and appended “How about a rich
lilac.” The official announcement by
the Post Office stated of this stamp:
“It is printed in rich lilac.”

Even earlier, when asked his opinion
as to the subject for the Connecticut
stamp, he sent a memorandum (March
20, 1935) to Postmaster General Farley:
“In regards to this Connecticut stamp
cdesign why not put it up to the two
Senators and to the Cocngressmen? My
thought is in favor of the Charter Oak.”

His next direct interest, of record,
came in 1936 when he sketched out his
thoughts as to the design for a Susan

Anthony commemorative. This
sketch was very carefully followed in
size, layout and wording, He proposed
an oval border in solid color, and “Suf-
frage for Women” which appear on the
stamp. This pencil sketch, on lined
paper, bears the identifying “Drawn
by 7/9/36 FDR” in the lower left.

A year later, on White House paper
he suggested that the Virginia Dare
commemorative be a square stamp,
with a 5-cents value, printed in baby
blue. The Bureau of Engraving and
Printing utilized a center vignette dif-
fering from Roosevelt’s crude sketch,
but this undoubtedly had his approval.
The Bureau also compromised a bit















